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Abstract

The Tafsir attributed to Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askarl (A.S.) is an incomplete transmitted (ma thir)
commentary that is said to preserve the Imam’s teachings as recorded by two of his disciples over a period
of seven years. Its authenticity has long been a matter of scholarly dispute. Since numerous religious
rulings—particularly in the area of subsidiary legal questions (furi ‘ al-figh)—are based exclusively on
traditions preserved in this commentary, accepting or rejecting its narrations has significant implications
for the derivation of Islamic legal rulings. This study examines the principal arguments advanced by both
supporters and critics of the work and critically evaluates the objections raised against its authenticity.
The findings indicate that previous assessments have not given sufficient consideration to the full range
of evidence relevant to its probative value. In particular, the reliability of the transmitters appearing in
Shaykh al-Sadiiq’s chain of transmission to the Tafsir, together with the reliance placed upon this work
by prominent scholars such as Shaykh al-Sadiiq, al-TabrisT, Ibn Shahr Ashab, and al-Rawandi, provides
sufficient grounds for confidence in the transmission (wuthiig sudiir) of its contents from the infallible
Imam. Consequently, the traditions contained in this Tafsir may be regarded as authoritative. Moreover,
since the authority of these traditions derives intrinsically from cumulative scholarly attestation—
particularly the Testimonial Authentication (shahadah inhilaliyyah) of eminent authorities such as
Shaykh al-Sadag—the presence of a limited number of weak reports does not undermine the evidentiary
validity of the remaining traditions contained in the work.

Keywords: Tafsir attributed to Imam al-Hasan al- ‘Askari; wuthiiq sudiir (confidence in transmission);
Shaykh al-Sadiig, intrinsic probative authority; Testimonial Authentication.
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