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Abstract

The Primacy of Existence is among the most significant philosophical subjects in recent centuries. As is
widely acknowledged, Mulla sadra was the first to rationally and demonstratively establish this doctrine.
Through library research and a descriptive-analytical as well as comparative approach, this article
examines the priority of addressing the issue of the Primacy of Existence in the thought of ‘Allamah
Muhammad Dahdar. The findings indicate that this issue was argued demonstratively in Dahdar's works
prior to Sadra. Dahdar explicitly states: “Whatever exists, exists through Existence, and Existence exists in
itself”. He unequivocally declares that quiddity (Mahiyyah) is non-existential [or: negative in nature] while
existence (Wujad) is contingent (Maj‘iil). He identifies Existence as Pure Good (Khayr-i Mahd) and
quiddity as the source of evils (Mabda’-i Shuriir). It appears that mystical ontological foundations, the
concurrent application of philosophical, theological (kalami), and mystical methodologies, alongside
engagement with intellectual traditions such as the Shiraz School (Maktab-i Shiraz) and the Peripatetic
School (Maktab-i Mashsha’), influenced the formulation and demonstration of the Primacy of Existence in
Dahdar's thought. Furthermore, the results reveal that while Dahdar and Sadra share methodological and
foundational similarities—such as the Primacy of Existence, the Gradation of Existence (Tashkik-i Wujud),
and the Goodness of Existence—they differ on issues like the modality of the soul's origination (Hudiith-i
Nafs). Their modes of expression, linguistic styles, number of arguments, and textual coherence are
distinctly different.
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Introduction & Problem Statement

The theory of "Primacy of Existence" (Asalat al-Wujiid) constitutes one of the most significant
and foundational discussions in recent centuries of Islamic philosophy. However, subjects such
as the realization of the "Natural Universal™ (al-Kulli al-Tabi 1) in philosophy and the ontology
of mystics (‘urafa) contributed to its emergence. According to the prevalent view, Mir Damad
was the first philosopher to explicitly pose the question: “Does primacy belong to existence
(wujiid) or quiddity (mahiyyah)?” Conventionally, his student, Mulla Sadra subsequently
provided the first rational demonstration for the primacy of existence. Verifying or refuting this
view requires meticulous examination of scholars whose works' composition dates or birth
predate Mulla Sadra. Allamah Muhammad Dehdar was born circa 947 AH (1540 CE) in Shiraz.
A polymath in rational (‘aqlt), Narrative (naqli), and mystical (‘irfani) sciences, he addressed
ontological issues in works such as "Risalat al-Qada’ and al-Qadar" (Treatise on Divine Decree
and Predestination) and "Ishraq al-Nayyirayn" (The Illumination of the Two Luminaries). This
research therefore investigates the historical precedence of the primacy of existence theory and
its temporal priority in Allamah Dehdar's works. Its central questions are: 1. Can Dehdar be
considered a pioneer in proposing the primacy of existence theory to explain reality? 2. If so,
what foundational principles (mabani) did he employ? Historical evidence—including analysis
of Dehdar's manuscript dates and their comparison with the establishment period of "Hikmat
al-Muta‘aliyah" (Transcendent Theosophy)—suggests Dehdar pioneered this theory. The
hypothesis posits that Dehdar articulated and demonstrated the primacy of existence through
rational methodology prior to Mulla Sadra.

Methodology
This study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach using library resources. The
semantic analysis of "primacy of existence" precedes the extraction and examination of Dehdar's
arguments. Per descriptive-analytical methodology, we investigate: - Which propositions or theories
must hold true for a given proposition's validity? To clarify the implications (lawazim) of the thesis,
Dehdar's and Sadra's views on primacy of existence are comparatively analyzed.

Discussion
The self-realization of existence, which is among the most important foundations of the primacy of
existence (asalat al-wujiid), is demonstrated in the works of Dehdar and Sadra through a similar line of
reasoning. Both hold that everything derives its being from existence, and that existence is self-
subsistent. Another of Mulla Sadra’s foundations in proving the primacy of existence is its “creation”
(maj‘tliyyat). Likewise, Dehdar, similar to Sadra, considers the effect of the cause (ja‘il) to be existence
itself. Another principle that indicates Dehdar’s inclination toward the primacy of existence is his view
regarding the relationship between the Good and existence. Like Sadra, he regards existence as pure
good and considers evils to be privative in nature, attributable to quiddities (mahiyyat). Dehdar, like
Sadra, and in accordance with the method and perspective of the proponents of the primacy of existence,
holds that the attribution of quiddity to existence in the mind pertains only to an initial view. He
maintains that the duality between existence and quiddity in the mind is merely a matter of conceptual
consideration. Thus, upon precise reflection, even in the mind, it is only existence that is actualized.
Gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujad) is another corollary of the primacy of existence, the explicit
acknowledgment of which signifies belief in the identity and primacy of existence. Moreover, the issue
of gradation is considered one of the most important foundations of Transcendent Philosophy (hikmat
al-muta‘aliyah). In his ontological discussions, Dehdar also emphasizes the gradational nature of
existence. Both Sadra and Dehdar regard the human being and the world as gradational realities
possessing various levels. They employ the notion of gradation in explaining issues such as the unity of
the intellect and the intelligible (ittihad al-‘aqil wa’l-ma‘ql) and the question of resurrection (ma‘ad).
Furthermore, based on the primacy of existence, Dehdar has presented a rational argument for the
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doctrine of the unity of the personal reality of existence. He also holds that reason (“aql) and revelation
(shar*) share a common origin. In his view, a deep consideration of the mystical unveilings (kashf) of
the mystic demonstrates their conformity with Narrative tradition (nagl). For this reason, he was a
forerunner in the simultaneous use of philosophical reasoning, transmitted sources, and mystical insights
in resolving a single issue—a hallmark of Transcendent Philosophy. Despite the commonalities between
Dehdar and Sadra in their articulation of the primacy of existence, there are also differences in how each
addresses the subject. All of Dehdar’s works were written in Persian, whereas Sadra, except in one work,
employed the Arabic language. Moreover, Sadra’s writings exhibit greater coherence and detail.
Nevertheless, Dehdar, in most cases, treats important subjects—such as gradation, the goodness of
existence, and others—more concisely. Unlike Sadra, Dehdar does not explicitly address the manner of
the origination of the human soul and its relation to the gradation of existence. Although he refers in his
works to the attribution of “being-made” to existence, he does not independently set forth a proof for it.
In addition, Sadra’s works are written in a more fluent style, which contributes to the easier
comprehension of his discussions.

Conclusion
Principles including: - Self-subsistent realization of existence - Attribution of the Creative Act to
existence - Gradation of existence - Rational demonstration of the Unity of Existence collectively attest
to Dehdar's precedence in articulating the primacy of existence. Shared epistemological frameworks—
notably the Peripatetic (Mashsha'1) and Shiraz schools, alongside Islamic mysticism (‘Irfan)—Ilikely
enabled convergent foundations between Dehdar and Sadr al-Muta’allihin. Divergent expository styles
may reflect differences in the authors' cognitive and intellectual structures.
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