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Abstract

Media transformations and the expansion of narrative competition have
transformed cinema from a purely artistic medium into a strategic instrument
for shaping cultural memory, national identity, and public opinion. Under these
circumstances, the representation of war is not merely a record of historical
events; rather, it is a process of meaning-making, transmitting lived experience,
and consolidating collective memory. Despite the extensive production of war-
related works in Iranian cinema, a considerable proportion of these works
continue to rely on history-centered, hero-centered, and message-oriented
patterns, while paying less attention to recreating the human experience of war
and fostering transnational empathy. The central problem of this article is to
explain the theoretical and strategic transformation required to enhance the role
of lranian cinema in constructing cultural memory and competing in global
narrative environments. Drawing on conceptual analysis and theoretical
synthesis, and building upon four theoretical traditions-cinematic narratology,
representation theory, collective and cultural memory theory, and trauma and
narrative studies-the study develops the lIranian Strategic Narrative Model
(ISNM) for war narrative policy-making. The transition from history-centered
cinema to experience-centered cinema requires a transformation in the logic of
narrative, representation, and cultural policymaking. The proposed model is
based on four components: human-centeredness, experience-centeredness,
memory-centeredness, and global narrativity. The competitive advantage of
Iranian cinema lies not in reproducing official narratives or imitating dominant
models, but in recreating the lived experience of Iranian society through
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multilayered, ethically grounded, empathetic narratives that are comprehensible
to both domestic and global audiences. Such an approach can transform war
cinema into an instrument for producing cultural memory, strengthening
national identity, and enabling effective engagement in cultural diplomacy and
narrative competition.
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