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The main objective of this study is to design and explain a model of media
entrepreneurship on social networking platforms with a social capital approach.
The research method was an exploratory sequential mixed-method design. In the
first stage, a qualitative grounded theory method was used among 14 experts with
academic, research, managerial, and professional backgrounds through purposive
sampling and unstructured interviews. In the second stage, a survey method was
employed among 277 experts active in entrepreneurship on virtual platforms and
social networks in order to test the hypotheses.

The findings of the qualitative section, based on the main research question (What
kind of model can media entrepreneurship on social networking platforms with a
social capital approach have?) and the subsidiary questions (contextual, causal,
intervening, strategic, and consequential effects), showed that the categories of
the position of knowledge and skill capital, the position of communication with
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users as customers, the role of social networks in media entrepreneurship, and the
position and role of human resources were identified as causal conditions. Strategic
requirements based on brand-oriented, need-oriented, content-oriented, and
institution-oriented strategies, the role of culture in entrepreneurship, social capital
on social networking platforms, and the role of government and its policies were
identified as contextual categories. Entrepreneurial challenges, entrepreneurs’
risk-taking, and infrastructure were identified as intervening categories, while
the realization of media governance and the growth of the media economy were
identified as the outcomes of establishing media entrepreneurship.

The extracted hypotheses (six hypotheses) from the qualitative phase were
confirmed according to the results of structural equation modeling. The path
coefficients showed the effect of contextual factors and platforms (formative
factors) on the formation of media entrepreneurship at 0.58, the effect of media
entrepreneurship on strategic requirements for removing entrepreneurial barriers
and challenges in media platforms at 0.56, the effect of strategic requirements on
facilitating the consequential dimensions of media entrepreneurship at 0.81, the
effect of formative factors on strategies for confronting challenges and barriers to
media entrepreneurship at 0.57, and the effect of intervening factors on strategies
for dealing with media entrepreneurship at 0.87.

The overall findings of the study indicate that focusing on improving governance on
social platforms, creating virtual social capital through trust-building and networking
in social media environments, strengthening the role of credible entrepreneurial
networks in economic development and production cycles, improving
communication and technological infrastructure in terms of bandwidth, internet
speed, and data centers, identifying entrepreneurial opportunities and priorities in
the media industry, resolving legal and regulatory challenges related to licensing,
company establishment and registration, bureaucracy, and investment regulations,
enhancing skills training and vocational education systems for the workforce
employed in this field, emphasizing the economic benefits of entrepreneurship in
the media industry in terms of income generation and wealth creation, and aligning
entrepreneurial culture with the normative system of society and its localization can
lead to customer recognition, competitor product analysis, market and customer
needs assessment, audience needs analysis, respect for audience preferences,
and ultimately value co-creation among actors of media entrepreneurship on social
networking platforms.

Keywords: Media entrepreneurship, social capital, social network, mixed method.
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