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This article develops a comparative framework for analyzing long-term
political continuity through the theory of civilizational systems, focusing on the
Iranian, Chinese, and Roman historical traditions. It argues that enduring
political orders cannot be adequately explained through institutional or state-
centered approaches alone, but must be understood within deeper civilizational
logics that generate legitimacy, authority, and continuity across historical
ruptures.

The study demonstrates how three distinct civilizational systems produced
different models of statehood. The Iranian Shahanshahi system gave rise to the
state—country (lranshahr), grounded in Khosrowani Wisdom and a God-human
relational worldview that emphasized justice, dialogue, and administrative
continuity. The Chinese Huangdi system generated the model of the
civilizational state, rooted in a human-centered cosmology, Sinocentric order,
and meritocratic bureaucratic institutions shaped by Chinese philosophical
traditions. The Roman system, based on Roman law and Greek philosophical
rationality, produced the nation-state model, reflecting a human-divinized
conception of political authority.

The article analyzes how each system sustained durability through the
alignment of legitimacy discourses with institutions of power reproduction. By
highlighting the dynamic relationship between civilization, political discourse,
and governing structures, the study shows that the persistence of civilizational
wisdom traditions—rather than institutional stability alone has been decisive in
shaping long-term political continuity, reconstruction, or transformation.
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Introduction

The article previously developed under the title “SystemsoTheory and the Civilizational Discourses of
Iran, China, and Rome” examines three civilizational systems:

1-the Iranian Shahanshahi system, whose outcome is the country-state known as the lIranshahr
model;

2- the Chinese Huangdi system, which resulted in a civilizational state (based on Zhang Weiwei’s
theory);

3- the Roman imperial system, whose outcome is the nation-state.

That article presented extensive discussions on the political, philosophical, and civilizational logics
of these three systems. However, in the author’s view, the most fundamental dimension of human life that
remained insufficiently addressed is the economy.

In the current context, where Iran is facing a severe economic crisis, and in Dey 1404 (January 2026)
groups of merchants and shopkeepers in Tehran and other cities have protested against the existing
economic conditions, this issue has once again come to the fore. The governing authorities have
acknowledged these protests in official programs and news outlets, and the government has expressed
willingness to engage in dialogue with the protesters. Yet the fundamental question remains:

How is the economy defined within a civilizational system, and what is its relationship to the logic of
continuity or crisis within that system?

From this perspective, another critical question arises:

Is the present crisis merely a livelihood and managerial problem, or does it indicate a deeper
disruption in the economic logic of the Iranian civilizational system?

In this context, the note by the respected scholar Dr. Fazel Birjandi on “What Remains Unsaid/about
the Uprising of Kaveh the Blacksmith” is highly instructive. He writes that Kaveh’s uprising begins in the
marketplace; merchants gather around him and urge him to assume kingship. Kaveh refuses, and
according to Bal‘ami’s account, he says:

“l am not fit for this task, for | am not of royal lineage, and kingship belongs to one of royal descent;
without a king, the world would fall into ruin”.

This mythological narrative leads us to a foundational question:

How should the market and the economy be understood within the Iranian imperial system, and what
role did they play in the reproduction of order and power?

And further

How does this role differ from the position of the economy in the Chinese Huangdi system and the
Roman imperial system?

Years ago, when the author was teaching at the Faculty of Literature of the Islamic Azad University,
Karaj Branch, the then head of the faculty, the distinguished scholar Dr. Ataollah Koupal, proposed that
serious work be undertaken on Iran’s economic history. The author welcomed this proposal, but when it
was raised with a group of faculty members, it encountered strong resistance—so much so that some
denied the very existence of an economic history in Iran. The project was subsequently abandoned.

Years later, in recent discussions with Professor Jamshid Kianfar, he emphasized that the
formulation of the problem had been correctifrom the outset, noting that if one examines Iran’s economic
history, sources ranging from Tarikh-e Tabari to Rawzat al-Safa are replete with economic material. This
observation raises another crucial question:
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Why has Iran’s economic history, despite the abundance of historical data, been marginalized, and
what distortion has this caused in our understanding of the Iranian civilizational system?

In modern Iranian history, the economy has often surfaced at critical political junctures:

the merchants’ opposition to the Tobacco Concession;

the role of the bazaar in the Constitutional Movement;

the position of the market during the two Pahlavi reigns and the patterns of conflict and
accommodation therein;

and finally, the role of the bazaar and the economy during the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

This leads to a series of interrelated questions:

How has the precise relationship between the bazaar and the clergy been structured?

How has the relationship between the economic institution and the institutions of religion and
politics been configured in Iranian history, and why does this relationship become activated at political
turning points?

And further

Why has this third pillar consistently remained in the shadow of the other two in contemporary
analyses?

If, following Ferdowsi, we say:

“Know that kingship and prophethood

Are two jewels set in a single ring”,

we are effectively analyzing the linkage between Kkingship (politics) and religion. But the
fundamental question remains:

Should we not also examine, with equal rigor, the relationship between the economic institution and
the religious and political institutions?

A glance at Nagsh-e Jahan Square in Isfahan offers a concrete illustration of this configuration:

the Ali Qapu Palace as the symbol of government,

the Shah and Sheikh Lutfollah Mosques as symbols of religion,

and the bazaar as the third pillar.

This triangle—political, religious, and economic—has rarely been analyzed as an integrated whole in
Iranian history.

Instead, in the modern period, attention has largely been directed toward imported dichotomies:

communist and socialist economies versus liberal and capitalist economies;

two rival paradigms whose intellectual shadows have weighed heavily on Iran’s market and
economy. This raises the pivotal question:

Has the time not come for the Iranian system—just as it has redefined itself in the realms of politics
and culture—to achieve systemic self-awareness in the domain of the economy as well?

To probe this issue more deeply, one can return to the religious and intellectual layers of Iranian
history.

In the Sasanian period, we encounter the triad of Zoroastrianism, Mithra, and Anahita;

within Zoroastrianism itself, monotheistic Zoroastrian belief exists alongside dualistic conceptions of
good and evil and the Zurvanite trinity (see R. C. Zaehner, Zurvan: A Zoroastrian Dilemma).

Furthermore, Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism, and Mazdakism each contain profound economic and
social dimensions.
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In the Islamic era, the intellectual triangle of Shi‘ism, Sunnism, and Sufism ultimately led to the
formation of Safavid Iran. Likewise, the political triangle formulated by Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk and
Imam Muhammad al-Ghazali within the imperial system—where financial instruments such as bills
issued in Antioch (in present-day Syria) were negotiated in Central Asia—demonstrates the circulation of
economic mechanisms within a systemic order. Yet even here, the economy remains a shadowed element.

For this reason, the author proposes the Sasanian period as a starting point for serious re-
examination. During this era, the Iranian imperial system succeeded in embedding the political concept of
the country-state within the intellectual foundations of Iranshahr. Works such as The Decline and Fall of
the Sasanian Empire by Dr. Parvaneh Pourshariati and the writings of Dr. Touraj Daryaee—including
Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire and the edited volume Society and Economy in the
Sasanian Period—offer valuable entry points for such an inquiry.

Once this historical reconstruction is undertaken, further questions emerge:

How did the economy within the Iranian imperial system contribute to the reproduction of power and
order?

And can one arrive at a full understanding of the logic of continuity or crisis in the Iranian system
without re-examining its economic foundations?

Finally, comparison with other experiences becomes unavoidable:

China and its subordination of ideology to economic primacy;

the Soviet Union, which pursued economic reforms before political ones and collapsed, yet gave rise
to a reconfigured Russia;

the West as the heir to the Roman imperial system;

and the United States, with its enormous debt and the question of the sustainability of its economic
model.

Within this framework, further questions must be posed:

Where do the antagonistic triads of England, Japan, and South Korea stand within the global
economic order?

And what paths of continuity are available to the two civilizational neutrals, India and Egypt?

This note does not claim to provide definitive answers. Rather, it argues that only through systemic
awareness can one begin to think about economic transformation—a transformation that will remain
unattainable without addressing these questions.
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