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Iran is a rugged land with a diverse and complex morphology.The Zagros, Iran's longest
mountain range, is located in the west and south of the country.The Zagros mountain
range, with a northwest-southeast direction, is 1,400 km long and 100 to 300 km wide.lt
begins in the mountain range near Lake Van in eastern Turkey and extends through the
provinces of West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshah, llam, Hamadan, Lorestan,
Khuzestan, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari,Isfahan,Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad,Fars and
Kerman to near Bandar Abbas and the Strait of Hormuz in Hormozgan province.In the
middle of Kermanshah Province is a mountainous region located between the Iranian
Plateau and the Mesopotamian Plain,and is entirely covered by the peaks and heights of
the Zagros Mountains.The climate of the mountainous regions is cold and snowy in
winter and moderate in summer, while the plains have warm and dry winters.The
majority of the province's inhabitants are Kurds,who are the brave defenders of the
country's western borders, and this is due to its proximity to Irag,which has political and
military importance.studying the historical geography of strategic regions and place
names in Iran will effectively contribute to understanding the past and planning for the
future; in this study, the researcher intends to study the historical geography of the
Zagros highlands and passes.in this , the Pataq Heights, Asadabad Pass,and Mersad
Strait will be examined and studied in terms of historical geography.In this
research,documentary,library,and field methods have been used to collect information.
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Introduction

Iran is a rugged land with a diverse and complex morphology.The Zagros, Iran's longest mountain range,
is located in the west and south of the country.The Zagros mountain range, with a northwest-southeast
direction, is 1,400 km long and 100 to 300 km wide.It begins in the mountain range near Lake Van in
eastern Turkey and extends through the provinces of West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshah, Ilam,
Hamadan,Lorestan,Khuzestan,Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari,Isfahan,Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad,Fars
and Kerman to near Bandar Abbas and the Strait of Hormuz in Hormozgan province.In the middle of
Kermanshah Province is a mountainous region located between the Iranian Plateau and the Mesopotamian
Plain,and is entirely covered by the peaks and heights of the Zagros Mountains.The climate of the
mountainous regions is cold and snowy in winter and moderate in summer, while the plains have warm
and dry winters.The majority of the province's inhabitants are Kurds,who are the brave defenders of the
country's western borders, and this is due to its proximity to lIrag,which has political and military
importance.studying the historical geography of strategic regions and place names in Iran will effectively
contribute to understanding the past and planning for the future; in this study, the researcher intends to
study the historical geography of the Zagros highlands and passes.in this , the Pataq Heights, Asadabad
Pass,and Mersad Strait will be examined and studied in terms of historical geography.In this
research,documentary,library,and field methods have been used to collect information.

Iran is a rugged land with a diverse and complex morphology. Kermanshah Province is a
mountainous region located between the Iranian Plateau and the Mesopotamian Plain, and is covered by
peaks, heights, and the Zagros Mountains. The climate of the mountainous regions is cold and snowy in
winter and moderate in summer, while the plain regions have warm and dry winters. The majority of the
province's residents are Kurds, who are brave defenders of the country's western borders, and this is due
to its proximity to Iraq, which has political-military importance. Meanwhile, studying the historical
geography of strategic regions and places will effectively help understand the past and plan for the future.
Historical geography, which is composed of an interdisciplinary approach from the fields of history and
geography, examines the impact of the geographical environment on historical events, the evolution of
states and border changes, and the history of geographical discoveries. Historical geography reveals the
facts of human life in the geographical environment of the past to those interested and, to some extent,
predicts the future. One of the research methods in historical geography is to focus the subject of study on
a small geographical area and region and to deepen it in time.

Statement of the Problem

Considering what has been said in this study, the researcher intends to examine the historical geography
of the most prominent heights and passes (place names) of the Zagros. In fact, in this article, the Pataq
heights, the Asadabad Pass, and the Mersad Strait will be examined and studied in terms of historical

geography.

The Importance and Necessity of Research

Any research on the historical geography of Iran, and especially "the role of natural phenomena of the
Zagros in the developments of Iranian history," is important in several ways: First, it has the capacity and
acceptance of various analyses, interpretations, and readings, and it can be examined and evaluated with
different approaches; Second, it is possible to achieve new and innovative answers that have not been
previously stated; and third, the two-way and complementary relationship between geography and history
has been a place of intellectual debate among historians and geographers since the distant past. However,
the lack of knowledge in this field among historical research, as well as the numerous ambiguities and
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issues regarding the role of geography in historical phenomena, also made it necessary to conduct
research.

Research Method

The research method depends on the research objectives and questions, the scope of the research, the
nature of the research subject and its implementation possibilities. The present research is classified as
descriptive-analytical research in terms of its nature, history and writing style. The information in this
research has been collected in a library manner and by referring to books, articles and other printed texts.
The data analysis was also carried out with a qualitative approach based on reason, logic, and reasoning.
In addition, in order to respond to the research problem and achieve the set goals, the researcher also used
the content analysis approach, in which the content interpretation of the relevant qualitative data was
addressed.

Conclusion

It seems that one of the reasons for this - that is, the Iranians not becoming Arabs - was the existence of
the Zagros mountain range, which separated the Iranian Najd from the Arabs, while other lands were
deprived of having such a huge geographical feature. This is even the case with Iran itself, meaning that
despite the fact that the city of Ctesiphon was the capital of Iranian kings and the center of gravity of
Iranian culture, art, and politics for hundreds of years, because this city was built outside the Iranian
plateau and the Zagros Mountains did not cast a shadow over it, it easily melted into Arabism and became
Arab. But this does not happen to the central regions of Iran, which had the Zagros in front of them; it
may be interesting to note that this event even occurs in the case of the Khuzestan plain in the same way
that it happened to Ctesiphon and the cities around it, namely because Khuzestan does not have a barrier
like the Zagros in front of it, but rather it passes behind Khuzestan. This factor causes this plain, which is
the site of one of the oldest Iranian and even human civilizations - the Elamite civilization - to melt into
the culture and language of the conquering people, and to be unable to maintain its historical and Iranian
identity. However, if we pause and reflect a little on the major invasions that have taken place in Iran, we
will realize that major attacks from the West against Iran, such as the Greek invasion, could only last for
about 100 years, or the Arabs could continue their dominance for about 200 years. While these peoples -
the Greeks and the Muslim Arabs - have great power both culturally and militarily, they do not live very
long.
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