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Research Article The Kharijites of Kerman were one of the most important sects that were able to

occupy the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs in this land for a long time and cause chaos

in the eastern part of the Islamic Caliphate. In fact, the Kharijites had a different view

of areas like Kerman to expand their scope of activities, and for this reason, groups like
Avrticl history: Arazga were able to turn this province into the most important center of their activity.
The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and using a library method,
examines the role of the Kharijites in the political and social equations of Kerman and
2025-04-28 examines the grounds for this sect's rise to power and the consequences of their

presence. The research findings show that geographical factors such as distance from

the central caliphate, proximity to the Kharijite centers in Oman, and the favorable
Accepted: climate of the Kerman province have been effective in expanding and stabilizing their
activities.In fact, these conditions could have fulfilled the goals of the Khawarij and
helped them achieve their desires.
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Introduction

A look at historical sources makes it clear that the Khawarij sect, like most Islamic sects, was initially a
purely political movement that was formed as a result of the issue of arbitration and the caliphate; but
gradually, outside the framework of the religious and political institutions of their time and also
considering the various interpretations they had of Islam, they put forward their own beliefs and views.
The Khawarij can be introduced as republicans of Islam and a symbol of radical and extremist views and
beliefs. They separated from the army of Imam Ali (AS) and became known as the Khawarij.

Further explanation: Following the death of Yezidi ibn Muawiyah, chaos and anarchy engulfed many
areas of the lands of the Islamic Caliphate, so that some groups took advantage of the created power
vacuum and dreamed of leading the Islamic world. The most important of these movements include the
Tawwabin uprising, the Mukhtar Thagafi movement, the Abdullah ibn Zubair uprising, and the
movement of Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Ash'ath. In addition to these issues, it should also be
mentioned that external threats, from time to time, this internal turmoil encouraged them to attack the
areas under the control of the Umayyad Caliphs. In these circumstances, one of the most important sects
that was able to take full advantage of this situation was the Khawarij. These circumstances helped them
to unite once again and form a united and resistant front against the Umayyad Caliphs.

The time of the formation of the Khawarij sect can be considered to be in the year 37 AH, following
the incident of arbitration. Those who had separated from the army of Imam Ali (AS) formed the initial
core of the Khawarij. One of the most prominent events in the history of Islam is the Battle of Siffin. The
importance of this war is that after Muawiyah and the armies of Syria failed to defeat the armies of Imam
Ali in the field of battle, they resorted to trickery and raised the issue of spearing the Qurans. This action
caused many of Imam Ali's soldiers to be deceived by this conspiracy, even though Imam Ali (AS) had
repeatedly warned them about these conspirators. Thus, despite the fact that many of the army leaders,
such as Malik bin Ashtar and Sulayman bin Sard, insisted on continuing the war, some people, such as
Ash'ath bin Qais, who headed the Kanda tribe, insisted on accepting the arbitration issue, and this caused
a large part of Imam Ali's (AS) soldiers to demand arbitration.

It was following these pressures that Imam Ali accepted the arbitration issue. After Abdullah bin
Abbas, proposed by Imam Ali, was opposed, he proposed Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari as his representative. On
the other hand, Amr Al-As was chosen as the representative of Muawiyah's army. It was decided that the
two groups would gather in Dumah Al-Jandal and announce their verdict by the arrival of the month of
Ramadan. After Ash'ath ibn Qais read the contents of the arbitration letter to the troops, a prominent
member of the Banu Tamim clan, Urwah ibn Udayah al-Tamimi, chanted the slogan "There is no
arbitration except by Allah." Over time, most of the troops joined him and demanded a resumption of the
war.

Since Imam Ali considered himself committed to the provisions of the arbitration letter, he opposed
the continuation of the war, and this led to a group of soldiers, led by Shab'ath ibn Rab'i, on the way back
to Kufa, going to a village near Kufa called Harura' and forming the first center of the Khawarij.
Following this, Imam Ali sent Abdullah ibn Abbas among them, but he failed to convert most of them.
Although some of them changed their beliefs about arbitration, However, the existence of some doubts
about accepting or not accepting arbitration and also sending Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari as an arbitrator caused
a large number of them, who had accepted the leadership of Abdullah ibn Wahb Al-Rasibi, to go to a
place called Nahrawan and officially introduce themselves as the new opponents of the government of
Imam Ali (AS).

Important narratives related to the Khawarij and how they came to power, in addition to primary
historical sources, are also an important part of sectarian sources. In these sources, the Khawarij sect is
discussed alongside other Islamic sects, and most of their beliefs and political and military actions are
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stated. Following that, some local sources of Kerman history and new research have also addressed the
presence of the Khawarij in the province of Kerman; but what is less discussed is the context and
consequences of their presence in this land. This article seeks to answer the question: What were the
contexts for the presence of the Khawarij in the province of Kerman? And what were the consequences
and consequences of the presence of the Khawarij in the land of Kerman? In this regard, after explaining
how the Khawarij were formed, the present article analyzes this sect and attempts to criticize and examine
the issue in question by utilizing first-hand sources and the views of experts.
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