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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine the reflection of the names and remembrance of the
Twelver Shiite Imams in the material culture (human-made artifacts) of the Qara Qoyunlu and
Aq Qoyunlu era. On this basis, the mention of the names and remembrance of Shiite Imams
(AS) in works of architecture, painting, metalwork, and coins in this era of Iranian history is
examined. The aim of the research is to identify the motives of the Qara Qoyunlu and Aq
Qoyunlu Turkmens in representing the names of the Shiite Imams (AS) in the material works
of this period. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
information was collected using library resources (Documentary sources). The research
findings show that despite the reflection of the names and memories of the Twelver Shiite
Imams in the material culture of the Qara Qoyunlu and Ag qoyunlu eras, the names of the
four Sunni caliphs are also represented in the material culture of this era. This shows that the
religious spirit of this era in Iranian history was a combination and eclecticism of elements of
Shiite and Sunni sects, and it is not possible to simply propose a dual approach of Shiite or
Sunni regarding the religion of the Qara Qoyunlu and Ag Qoyunlu.
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