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Abstract

The perception and cognition of spatial beauty in Persian garden architecture emerge through a reciprocal
relationship between people and the garden environment. Persian garden design has sought to create
desirable and beautiful environments for human life. To explain and deepen this relationship, most
researchers have drawn on the achievements of environmental psychology. However, aesthetic perception,
as an epistemological subject, also derives its conceptual foundations from philosophical domains,
particularly phenomenology. Phenomenology can thus be considered a source for conceptualizing aesthetic
perception, although designers have rarely adopted this perspective. This study draws on the work of
theorists in environmental psychology and phenomenology to compare both accounts and reveal the
contribution of philosophical thought to understanding the beauty of the principal elements shaping the
spatial organization of Persian gardens. Employing a qualitative, descriptive—analytical, and non-positivist
approach, the research is classified as fundamental and developmental in purpose. Content analysis,
conceptual analysis, and case-based analysis are used to identify, examine, and comparatively evaluate
relevant viewpoints in relation to the constituent elements of Persian garden organization. The findings
indicate that theories from both fields offer complementary capacities for clarifying the nature and content
of aesthetic perception and for defining its structure, process, and hierarchical levels. The perspectives and
integrations concerning the perception of Persian garden elements can be evaluated through four
approaches: formal, phenomenological, symbolic, and perceptual. Comparative results demonstrate that
environmental psychology focuses primarily on the functions of elements and environment, whereas
phenomenology emphasizes their meanings and the lived experience of the Persian garden environment.
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