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Abstract

In response to the growing loss of identity in contemporary housing in Iran, this paper conducts a
comparative conceptual analysis of the notions of dwelling and home within theoretical literature, the
perspectives of influential thinkers, and the key components of the traditional Iranian house. The study
aims to develop a conceptual framework for reinterpreting the spiritual and identity-bearing principles
of the traditional house in contemporary urban housing design in Iran. Using an analytical-descriptive
approach and qualitative content analysis of existing texts—including Islamic sources, Eastern and
Western philosophical perspectives, and characteristics of traditional Iranian architecture—this research
identifies the essential meanings of dwelling and home and extracts the principal identity-forming
components of the traditional house. By comparing these components with conditions in contemporary
housing, the paper proposes a theoretical framework for integrating these principles into modern design.
The proposed framework emphasizes establishing meaningful relationships between residents and their
environment and offers design strategies that can strengthen cultural continuity, sense of belonging, and
sustainability in contemporary housing.

Keywords: house, dwelling, housing, culture, identity, traditional Iranian architecture, contemporary
housing, conceptual framework
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