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Abstract

The concept of bara’ah occupies a fundamental and strategic position
within Shi‘i thought and is deeply rooted in the teachings of the Qur’an,
the Prophetic Sunnah, and the practice (sirah) of the Ahl al-Bayt. As
one of the most essential doctrinal and practical teachings of Shi‘ism,
this concept has been consistently emphasized by the infallible Imams
as an effective and strategic means of safeguarding the doctrinal,
social, and political integrity of the Islamic community throughout
history. This study aims to elucidate the methodology underlying
disassociation from enemies in the practice of the Ahl al-Bayt. It
argues that the Ahl al-Bayt, through their explicit and uncompromising
declaration of disassociation—particularly from usurping rulers and
deviant sects—delivered a critical warning to the Muslim community,
enabling a clear discernment between authentic religion and potential
deviations. Within this framework, bara’ah manifested in multiple
forms, including condemnation (la ‘n), censure (sabb), supplication
against wrongdoing, rejection of illegitimate authority (radd al-
wilayah), and the refusal of political and economic cooperation.
Methodologically, the article adopts a descriptive—analytical approach
grounded in textual and historical sources to examine these various
expressions of disassociation and their functions. . This active and
conscious stance demonstrates the commitment of the Ahl al-Bayt (a)
to protecting the true faith, establishing clear boundaries between truth
(haqq) and falsehood (batil), and preventing the infiltration and spread
of corruption and deviation. Consequently, bara’ah has historically
emerged as one of the robust pillars of Shi‘i identity, maintaining its
pivotal role across the ages.
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