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Three Heterodox Movements in
the Seminary of Qom: Revisiting
Interpretations of Imamate”
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Abstract

Within the first century following the re-establishment of the Qom Seminary in
1922, three heterodox intellectual movements emerged. One of these, labeled
as Iranian Salafism, which originated in Tehran, had a significant impact on the
intellectual milieu in Qom. Its prominent figures—Hakamizadih, Qalamdaran,
and Burqi ‘T—challenged accepted Shi‘i doctrines regarding the Imamate
and introduced a distinct Iranian form of Salafi thought during the first half
of the century. By articulating and disseminating their views, these figures
distanced themselves from the Shi‘i community. In the mid-century, another
movement arose from within Qom, which, while maintaining distance from
Sunni thought on the doctrine of Imamate, sought to diminish the status and
attributes of the Imams and question their ritual veneration. Five tendencies
are identified within this movement: politicization, roshanfikri(enlightenment)
coupled with Westernization, extreme criticism of Imami hadith corpus, radical
historicism, and a call for inter-sectarian unity that involved abandoning certain
Shi‘i beliefs. This reductionist approach, in its various forms and with varying
degrees of intensity, relegated Imamate to a status closer to that of ordinary
humans. A distinct third movement also emerged in the final three decades of
the century, which, in contrast, exaggerated the beliefs concerning Imamate.
This movement not only radicalized these beliefs but also integrated them with
Sufi thought. The scholars of the Qom Seminary resisted all three movements
by engaging in critical scholarly works and community development to counter
these deviations and enlighten both intellectuals and the wider public. This
paper draws on library-based research and adopts the methodology pertinent
to the study of socio-intellectual movements. The reference point for deviation
in the doctrine of Imamate is the hadithi-kalamr (traditional-theological)
perspective on Imamate. The paper provides a descriptive overview of these
three movements and examines the reformative responses of the scholars of
the Qom Seminary to each.
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