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Forty Years Old: Reports on Prophet
Muhammad’s Age at the Beginning of his
Prophetic Mission and Their Role in the
Succession Debate”

Seyyed Hossein Khademian Nush Abadi'

Abstract

Various aspects of the life of Prophet Muhammad(s), have been widely
debated subjects of research. One of these contentious issues is his age at the
start of his prophetic mission, sparking diverse opinions and necessitating
a critical review of the reports. This study examines the age of Prophet
Muhammad® at the beginning of his mission by critically analyzing
popular and documented views in Islamic sources. Using descriptive-
analytical method and a library-based approach, it addresses the core
question: Is the determination of the age of forty for the commencement
of the Prophet’s prophethood well-supported and credible? The findings
highlight the lack of Qur’anic, traditional, and historical support for the
commonly accepted criterion of forty years for attaining the rank of
prophethood. According to some reports, the fabrication of this erroneous
criterion by some was used to justify the rejection of allegiance to Imam
Ali® after the demise of the Prophet(s). Moreover, the accounts and
narratives available fail to substantiate this claim.

Keywords: Beginning of Prophetic Mission, Prophet Muhammad(s), Age
of Forty, Prophethood, Sufism, Prophets, Succession of the Prophet(s),
Guardianship, Caliphate.
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