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Exploring the recognition of Imamate as
a principle of the religion in the works
of sheikh Saduq

Mohammad Kazem Esmaili*
Abstract

One of the challenging topics in the field of Imamate studies is whether
Imamate is a fundamental principle of faith or not. Clarifying this has a
significant impact on understanding the position and status of Imamate
and the theological faith and disbelief of people. Therefore, researchers
face the question: what is Sheikh Saduq's perspective, as one of the most
prominent scholars of the Qom theological school, regarding the principle
of Imamate belief?

Based on the author's research, Sheikh Saduq, as one of the most
distinguished traditionalist-theologians, like most Imamiyya scholars,
considers Imamate as one of the principles of religion. Through reflecting
on verses, traditions, and companions' statements, using the methodology
of traditionalist-theologians and through explicit statements, he has
clarified and demonstrated the principle of Imamate belief.

This writing, using a descriptive-analytical method, reflects Sheikh Saduq's
reasons and evidence. In terms of Quranic verses, verse 30 of Surah Baqarah
is cited. Regarding traditions, the necessity of having a caliph, Imam,
proof (Hujjat), and scholar in matters of Sharia is emphasized, as well
as traditions concerning the "death of ignorance." Additionally, traditions
equating the denial of Imams with the denial of God and the Prophet,
resulting in theological disbelief of deniers, are mentioned. The prevalence
of this view among the companions of the Imams is also emphasized.
Keywords: Principle belief, Imamate, Sheikh Saduq, Qom theological
school, deniers of Imamate, principles of religion.
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