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Abstract

Although the comparative approach to the hadith tradition in Qur’anic exegesis has long
been of interest to exegetes, it has received relatively little independent analysis and
critique within the domain of exegetical methodology. Therefore, it is essential to examine
and categorize the methodological challenges it faces. Comparative-narrative exegesis
seeks to achieve a more precise and comprehensive understanding of the Qur’anic verses
by comparing various narrations and the interpretative views of both Sunni and Shi'a
exegetes. However, this approach is not without its shortcomings, and there exists the
potential for interpretive deviations, which may lead to superficial readings and excessive
simplification. Like other exegetical methods, it is necessary to clearly distinguish this
approach from invalid exegeses and interpretation based on personal opinion (Tafsir bi al-
ra’y). This study employs a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach. The
data has been collected from authoritative Sunni and Shi'a exegetical sources as well as
from scholarly works on exegetical methodology. The findings indicate that despite its
considerable potential for clarifying meaning, the comparative-narrative method faces
structural challenges in four main areas: conceptual and theoretical ambiguity in its
definition, boundaries, and objectives; as well as deficiencies and ambiguities in
determining its scope, presuppositions and foundations, methodology, and conclusions.
These issues highlight the need for systematic refinement and the strengthening of
methodological knowledge in order to enhance the quality of this valuable exegetical
approach. If unaddressed, such limitations may result in the reinforcement of conflicting
interpretations and reduced semantic clarity. This study, through a comparative analysis of
exegetical views and a critique of the foundations and methods of comparative-narrative
exegesis, aims to identify its weaknesses and offer strategies for improving the
effectiveness and academic rigor of this approach.
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