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Abstract

The principle of self-defense is one of the fundamental principles of international law that is still being
discussed in the academic circles of international law scholars. The interpretations of the definition of
the scope of the right to self-defense, which the United Nations Charter has recognized as a fundamental
right for states, differ. Despite such an issue, the discourse on the right to preventive defense has also
given special importance to this issue and has raised numerous general and specific questions in this
regard. Regardless of the different attitudes towards the right to self-defense, the subject of Article 51
of the United Nations Charter, this article, using a descriptive analytical method, seeks to examine the
legitimacy or illegitimacy of the right to preventive self-defense, which is not mentioned in the Charter.
However, the discussion is now focused on the question of whether the right to self-defense authorizes
states to take preventive measures to prevent a possible act of aggression against themselves? What is
the approach of lawyers and international judicial practice in this regard? To address the research issue,
it takes an analytical approach to analyze the concept of preventive defense and the principles put
forward by opponents, as well as the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice and its approach
regarding the extent of the right of states to resort to preventive defense.
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