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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze and rank the components of specialized weaknesses among eleventh grade
students in the field of humanities in the rhetorical devices of simile, metaphor, metonymy, and irony. An
exploratory sequential mixed methods design was employed. In the qualitative phase, 10 Persian literature
teachers were selected through purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. Data were
collected via semi structured in-depth interviews and analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. The
validity of the qualitative findings was confirmed through researcher reflexivity, and their reliability was
established using the repeatability index. In the quantitative phase, the statistical population comprised
Persian literature teachers and students in the field of humanities in Abyek city during the 2023-2024
academic year. Using a census approach, all 20 teachers were included in the sample, and the student
sample of 210 students was determined using Krejcie and Morgan’s table and selected through simple
random sampling. A researcher made questionnaire with 26 items was developed; its face validity was
confirmed, and its internal consistency reliability was established using Cronbach’s alpha. Data were
summarizedusingdescriptivestatisticsandanalyzedusingttest. Theresultsrevealed thatstudents’specialized
weaknesses in understanding rhetorical devices fell into four categories: simile, metaphor, metonymy,
and irony. The highest ranked weaknesses were “inability to recognize covert metaphor due to failure to
identify the attributes and requisite elements of the omitted vehicle” and “Students' inadequate lexical
repository and semantic comprehension in the identification of ironic expressions” (coefficient = 29.39).
The lowest ranked weaknesses (coefficient = 25.28) included “students’ inability to employ imagination
and mental visualization for discovering similarities and proportions between the tenor and vehicle in
compact and extended similes”, “their weakness in grammatical topics (attributive compounds) in
recognizing and understanding attributive similes”, “their inability to recognize the similarity relation
between literal and figurative meanings in metaphorical words”, “inability to recognize metaphorical
attribution due to students' grammatical weakness in identifying types of nominal and attributive
compounds”, “inability to distinguish and differentiate between the figures of metonymy and metaphor
due to the similarity between these two figures”, “weakness in understanding semantic relations and
lexical contiguity for better learning of the figure of metonymy”, ““students' inability to distinguish between
irony and metonymy due to the similarity of these figures”, and “weakness in recognizing infinitives,
sentence structure, and compound verbs for identifying ironic expressions” were assigned the lowest
importance coefficient of 25.28.
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