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ABSTRACT

This studyuwasnconductedatopexamine teachers’ perceptionsoof learners’h
gender roles in co-educational rural elementary schools in Qazvin Province.
The research used a qualitative approach and a descriptive
phenomenological method. The research field included all male and female
elementary school teachers in Qazvin Province, from whom a purposive
sample was selected based on predetermined criteria. After selecting the
sample, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 20 teachers, and the
data were analyzedbusng Colaizzi’s method. Ultimately, four core concepts
emerged: reproduction of gendered order in instructional interactions; boys’
gendered agency in learning; reflection of gender differences in learners’
abilities; and reproduction of gender roles in educational and occupational
choices. The results indicate that teachers, consciously or unconsciously, are
influenced by prevailing cultural patterns and gender stereotypes in society
when interpreting and guiding learners’ behaviors; these perceptions, in turn,
lead to the reproduction of gender inequalities in the teaching—learning
process.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Gender is a socio-cultural phenomenon formed
in individuals through the process of
socialization and reflected in cultural
mechanisms, social positions, and power
relations. Internal representations of gender
refer to individuals’ subjective and personal
experiences that in fact shape their gender
identity, while external representations of
gender are the ways in which people express
their gender in society through gender roles.
One of the major concepts constructed on the
basis of gender is gender roles. Gender roles
represent a set of shared and dominant societal
expectations regarding the behaviors and
activities considered appropriate for girls and
boys. These roles include components such as
interests, activities, types of dress, skills, and
choice of sexual partner. Therefore, gender
roles are acquired and are transmitted to
learners through socialization institutions such
as the family, peer groups, media, and school.
As the first formal social environment after the
family, school first systematically engages
learners with the formal curriculum so they
become familiar with the gendered structures
present in textbook content. Then, by being
placed in the school environment, learners
encounter the hidden curriculum and are able to
internalize social values and norms. In this
process, teachers, as the main intermediaries
between the curriculum and learners, play a key
role. Teachers have different cultural, familial,
and social backgrounds that shape their
perceptions of gender roles. These perceptions,
consciously or unconsciously, lead to the
formation of different expectations for girls and
boys in the classroom. Such approaches
adopted by teachers, besides reflecting gender
stereotypes, also contribute to reinforcing
educational inequalities. This study examines
teachers’ perceptions of the gender roles of girl[’
and boy learners in co-educational primary
schools.

The research guestions include:
1: How do teachers perceive the behavioral
characteristics of learners in co-educational
primary schools in the rural areas of Qazvin?
2: How do teachers perceive the skills of
learners in co-educational primary schools in
the rural areas of Qazvin?

3: How do teachers perceive the academic
interests of learners in co-educational primary
schools in the rural areas of Qazvin?

Method

This study was conducted using a qualitative
approach and a descriptive phenomenological
method. The qualitative approach is appropriate
for studying complex, multidimensional human
phenomena. In  qualitative  approaches,
researchers are the key instruments for
conducting research. They attempt, through
observation and dialogue with individuals who
have directly experienced the phenomenon in
real-life settings, to gain a deep understanding
of the phenomenon. Descriptive
phenomenology addresses individuals® lived
experiences of the phenomena in question. In
the purposive sampling for this study, the
following criteria were used:

1. Teachers’ willingness to participate in the
research

2. Having 2 to 10 years of practical experience
3. Employment in co-educational rural schools
of Qazvin Province in the 2023-2024 academic
year.

Semi-structured interviews were conducted
with each of the participating teachers. Each
interview lasted on average 60 to 90 minutes.
Data were also analyzed using(JColaizzi’s[]
seven-step method.

Results

The overall aim of this study was to assess
teachers' perceptions of the gender roles of
female and male learners in co-educational
primary schools. Analysis of the interviews
showed that teachers' perceptions of learners'
gender roles centered on four core concepts: the
reproduction of gender order in educational
interactions, boys' gendered agency in learning,
the reflection of gender differences in learners'
abilities, and the reproduction of gender roles in
educational and  occupational  choices.
Teachers' quotations were also presented.

Discussion and Conclusion

The central concept of the reproduction of
gendered order in educational interactions,
which emerged in response to the study’s first
question, showed that teachers hold
expectations and perceptions that are gender-
differentiated when interacting with girls and
boys. Girls are typically described as orderly
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learners, motivated, and possessing verbal
abilities. In contrast, boys are recognized as
intelligent and active learners who perform
better in mathematical, physical, and problem-
solving activities. From a phenomenological
perspective, these perceptions are not simply
about seeing differences; they are a way of
experiencing the social world in which gender
differences reside in the teacher’s unconscious
and shape how they relate to learners. The
central conceptlof boys’ gendered agency in
learning also indicates that teachers regard boys
as agents who favor independence,
competition, and hands-on experience in
learning. They interpreted problem-solving,
participation in challenging situations, and even
rule-breaking as signs of confidence and
cognitive competence. From the
phenomenological viewpoint, this perception
shows that the teacher’s experience of boys is
internally linked to cultural concepts of
masculinity, where physical activity and
mastery of the environment are construed as
indicators of cognitive development. In
response to the study’s second question, the
core concept that emerged was the reflection of
gender differences in learners’ abilities.
Teachers’ perceptions of girls’ and boys’
differences in skills indicate that girls in
classrooms are often recognized for language
skills such as reading and writing and for fine
sensory-motor skills. In contrast, boys are

admired for mathematical skills, creativity,
critical thinking, and physical abilities. These
findings ostensibly rely on educational
experience, but at a deeper level they reflect a
dual structure of knowledge in teachers’ minds:
a soft, communicative, and caring knowledge
that is considered feminine, versus a rational,
analytical, and technical knowledge that is
associated with masculinity. In response to the
study’s third question, the core concept that
emerged was the reproduction of gender roles
in educational and occupational choices. The
findings showed that teachers perceive girls’
and boys’ preferences in a gendered way. Girls
are inclined toward clerical and caregiving
professions such as teaching, medicine, or
nursing, whereas boys are more often
envisioned on paths toward technical, athletic,
or managerial occupations. These
representations reproduce a possible future
image for each gender. From the teachers’
viewpoint, these tendencies are natural and
consistent with girls’ and boys’ innate
characteristics, but from another perspective
they can be seen as the result of internalizing
cultural expectations.

Keywords: co-educational schools, gender
roles, learner, primary schools, teacher
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