The Effect of Acceptance and Commitment Therapy enriched with
Compassion on Academic Emotions and Academic Motivation among Yazd
University Students with Test Anxiety

Haniyeh Doost Hosseini*

| Kazem Barzegar Bafroui?®' "' | Zahra Naderi Nobandegani®'*'|
Mahdieh Estabraghi*

1. Master of educational psychology, Department of Educational Psychology, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran. E-mail:

haniye.doost1374@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran.

E-mail: k.barzegar@yazd.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran. E-mail:

Zahra.naderi@yazd.ac.ir

4. Instructor, Department of Psychology and Educational Sciences, Yazd University, Yazd, Iran. E-mail: estabraghi87@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received:8 March 2025
Received in revised form:
14 May 2025
Accepted: 18 October 2025
Published online:

27 December 2025

Keywords:

Acceptance and commitment,
Therapy,

Campassion,

academic emotions,
academic motivation,

test anxiety,

students.

The present study was conducted to determine the effectiveness of acceptance and
commitment therapy enriched with compassion on academic emotions and academic
motivation of students with test anxiety. The study was a quasi-experimental design
with a pretest and posttest design with a control group. The statistical population
included all students with test anxiety at Yazd University in the academic year 2021-
2022. In this study, using convenience sampling, 28 students who scored higher than
21 on the Sarason Test Anxiety Scale and had high test anxiety were selected and
randomly assigned to two experimental and control groups (14 students in each
group). Subjects in the experimental group participated in a 10-session course of
acceptance and commitment therapy enriched with compassion (three sessions per
week, each session lasting 1 hour), and members of the control group did not receive
any intervention during this period. Participants in both groups responded to the
Pekrun (2002) and Walerand (1992) academic motivation questionnaires before the
intervention and at the end of the course. Data analysis using multivariate covariance
in SPSS 20 software showed that acceptance and commitment therapy enriched with
compassion had a positive effect on promoting positive academic emotions and
intrinsic and extrinsic academic motivation and reducing negative academic
emotions and apathy in students in the experimental group compared to the control
group (p < 0.01). Based on the findings of the present study, it can be concluded that
acceptance and commitment therapy enriched with compassion using various
techniques is an acceptable method for helping learners with test anxiety.
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