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1. Introduction

In recent years, the rapid development of social networks worldwide has created new concerns for users,
legislators, and governments. Along with its many benefits, the development of social networks has also brought
challenges and has involved countries in some serious ethical, cultural, social, and even security issues. The
development of these concerns, which has manifested itself in various areas, has emphasized the need to expand
monitoring of social networks and has forced governments to adopt reasonable methods to control them. Since
social media has created a wide range of problems, from the rapid spread of misinformation and fake news to
serious concerns about privacy and data theft, the need to monitor them is felt more than ever. The presence and
activity of these social networks and platforms across national and international borders has given rise to a complex
network of legal and regulatory challenges that have made it difficult for governments and legislators at the
national level to implement their demands. To address this issue, governments and legal systems must examine
the implications of these platforms' activities and take serious steps to hold them accountable.

In light of these discussions, it should be emphasized that the presence of foreign platforms and social
networks in countries like Iran has raised complex legal questions, including how a nation balances its sovereignty
with the global nature of these vast social networks. From the perspective of international laws and regulations,
this is a complex issue without proper grounds for implementation and legal obligations. While based on these
same international laws, it is possible to request the establishment of these offices in the country. This is something
that countries such as Turkey, France, and Brazil have also requested and achieved. Each country provides its own
laws to guide and direct foreign businesses, and failure to comply with these can lead to legal problems. This has
also been raised by the Islamic Republic of Iran in recent years, and the government is seeking legal supervision
of these networks and platforms. In some cases, the establishment of these offices has even been stated as a
prerequisite for removing filtering on these networks, but so far it has not yielded any tangible results in the
country.

In this regard, given the approach of the Islamic Republic of Iran towards foreign networks and platforms,
this article seeks to answer the question: "On what basis is the requirement to establish offices for social networks
and foreign platforms in the country based and what is its justification?" The research hypothesis also focuses on
the issue that "Iran’'s desire to establish offices for social networks and foreign platforms within the framework of
domestic and international laws and providing for the rights of domestic users and operators has a legal status."

2. Methodology

The research method used in this study is documentary. We aimed to gather information from primary sources
(including laws, regulations, directives, bylaws, judicial decisions, etc.) and secondary sources (such as books,
articles, theses, research reports, etc.) available in scientific research data centers, official and reputable websites,
libraries, and similar resources.

3. Results and Discussion

The increasing use of foreign social networks in the country has prompted various governmental institutions to
implement measures regarding their use and exploitation. This trend has also been observed in different countries,
leading governments to develop strategies to address the phenomenon of social networks and various platforms.
These strategies have been implemented under different conditions, resulting in different reactions.
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The approach of governments towards social networks in recent years has varied and, at times, contradicted
the country's claims and conditions. The Islamic Republic of Iran, for example, has shifted from initially allowing
open access to foreign social networks to imposing restrictions and filtering. This approach has faced criticism
from cyberspace activists and has caused governments to take different stances on the issue.

In response to the growing use of foreign social networks and platforms, the Supreme Council for Space has
issued resolutions aimed at addressing this issue while safeguarding the regime's interests in economic, political,
and security areas. One such measure is the requirement for foreign social networks and platforms to establish
offices in the country, allowing them to operate regardless of any filtering restrictions. These entities must
demonstrate their commitment to protecting user data and upholding content standards in line with Iranian
regulations. This may involve setting up local data centers to ensure Iranian user data remains within the country's
borders, facilitating compliance with national data protection and privacy laws. Additionally, companies must
appoint a local representative or establish a legal entity in Iran to manage interactions with regulatory bodies and
address any legal or compliance issues.

While Iran's regulations for social networks and foreign platforms may be viewed as restrictive, they align
with international rules and laws emphasized in various conventions. Similar control measures have been
implemented in other countries, such as Brazil, India, Turkey, and even the United States of America with regards
to the Chinese TikTok network. However, it is essential to also focus on providing adequate Internet infrastructure
and ensuring fair treatment of consumers in terms of filtering, Internet package offerings, and pricing. Governing
cyberspace should involve a balanced approach that considers both control measures and the overall accessibility
and affordability of the Internet.

4. Conclusions and Future Research

The Iranian market provides a conducive environment for the expansion of these networks' activities due to its
large, young, and tech-savvy population that is eager to interact with global social media platforms. Foreign
platforms can benefit from this audience by being present in Iran and offering localized services and features that
meet regional priorities and cultural differences.

On the other hand, the activity of foreign social networks and platforms in the country, while free based on
the principle of freedom of expression enshrined in the constitution, is subject to limits and safeguards. The
government has the right to exercise its sovereignty over the way these networks and platforms operate,
emphasizing territorial sovereignty. This, along with the need to protect privacy and personal data and comply
with national regulations, justifies the presence of offices of these foreign social networks in the country.

The activities of these networks must be legal, and while monitoring their activities in various political,
security, and social areas at the national level, grounds for resolving issues related to compensation and liability
should also be provided. Therefore, the Islamic Republic of Iran establishing an office to issue licenses for foreign
social networks and platforms to operate within the country's borders should align with international legal
standards. Brazil's success in convincing Network X to establish an office in the country serves as a positive
example.

Establishing offices for foreign social media platforms in Iran is a complex endeavor that requires a deep
understanding of the local regulatory framework, specific cultural characteristics, and potential political
challenges. Foreign platforms can succeed in one of the most active digital markets in the Middle East by
prioritizing compliance with regulations, forming local partnerships, and adapting to the cultural landscape. This
may be challenging, but the potential benefits of entering the Iranian market are significant, offering new
opportunities for engagement and growth.
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Foreign social media platforms are encouraged to partner with local businesses or institutions to gain insights
into consumer behavior and preferences, increase legitimacy, and adapt to the Iranian cultural context. By tailoring
services to local values and social norms, customizing content recommendations, and engaging with local
influencers, platforms can foster community engagement and acceptance.

Technological advances, such as advanced encryption and decentralized structures, can help foreign
platforms negotiate restrictions on establishing offices. However, the future of foreign social media networks in
Iran will depend on their ability to navigate regulatory challenges, respond to user demands, and adapt to Iran's
political landscape while maintaining global connectivity.
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1. General Agreement on Trade in Services

2. World Trade Organization

3. United Nations

4. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

5. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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1. Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
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