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Animal testing is one of the important issues that is happening all over the world
increasingly and somewhat out of control. This category of experiments are
performed for various purposes: medical studies, pharmacy, psychology, military,
health-cosmetic, biology, education, etc. to things like games and entertainment. In
this article, an attempt has been made to examine and analyze these experiments from
the perspective of international law, emphasizing the European Convention on the
Protection of Vertebrate Animals Used for Experimental Purposes and Other
Scientific Purposes (Strasbourg, 1986), which is used in line with scientific purposes.
Therefore, this important and fundamental question is answered, to what extent the
increasing number of animal experiments are consistent with the standards and
criteria of this convention and can be justified. In order to maintain the framework
of the discussion, the existing approaches in philosophy and animal rights have been
mentioned briefly and to the extent necessary for the analysis and theorizing of the
article.
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1. Introduction

More than 115 million animals are used in biomedical experiments worldwide each year. Nonhuman animal
experiments (animal subjects) fall into two categories: basic experiments (investigation of fundamental biology
and human diseases) and applied experiments (drug research and development, and toxicology and immunology
testing). Regardless of its classification, animal experiments are conducted to inform and educate human health
and life sciences and to improve the safety and efficacy of potential treatments. Despite its widespread use, the
issue of "animal suffering™ and its impact on human health has received little systematic and systematic attention
(while animal experiments provide poor predictions of human disease outcomes and are unreliable in a wide range
of diseases). The existing scientific literature demonstrates the unreliability of animal experiments, and
consequently weakens the scientific arguments surrounding them. The issue we are looking at in this article is
animal testing. Since the advancement of science, especially medicine and pharmacy, animal testing has also
begun. Perhaps this issue was obvious and acceptable at first, but what has become a disaster in the whole world
today is repeated experiments without a reason, without reaching a specific answer, and unnecessary repetitions.
This has raised many ethical and legal questions. These unnecessary experiments are repeated every day, while
today there are many alternative methods instead of animal testing. In such a situation, animals are thought of as
tools lacking intelligence, feelings, and the ability to understand pain and pleasure, but "the principle of human
behavior dictates that if no human interests are at stake and if we can find an alternative to using animals in a given
situation, we should basically follow these alternatives”. In comparing humans and animals, much emphasis is
usually placed on the superior factors and characteristics of humans. Humans are creatures with intellect, language,
morality, and spirit, while animals lack many of the above-mentioned gifts; in other words, the duality of humans
and animals has a cultural, historical, and natural origin, and such a dual approach has existed since ancient times.
So when it comes to the issue of animal rights, if an animal is considered to have a right because it is a living being
and, like other living beings, is conscious and sentient, we must respect it and we cannot deny those rights with
excuses such as the benefit of that being for itself. In the following, the concepts, foundations, and historical course
of animal rights are very briefly mentioned, and then the important and fundamental question is answered: to what
extent do today's increasingly frequent experiments on animals comply with the standards and criteria of the 1986
Strasbourg Convention and are justifiable?

2. Methodology

In this article, in order to evaluate the main question, a descriptive analytical method using library resources has
been utilized. The methodological approach of the current research is based on both legal dogmatism (description
of the existing legal system) and systemic method (critique of adequacy, usefulness and function of current rules).

3. Results and Discussion

Animal testing faces various ethical and legal questions. As noted, the Strasbourg Convention attempts to answer
some legal questions in an international context and in the form of a convention and the obligations of countries
in this regard. This convention was not written with the aim of completely abolishing animal testing, but with the
aim of protecting animals used in experiments. Paying attention to the welfare of animals during experiments is
the general spirit governing the obligations of the convention. This convention has tried to specify the conditions
of keeping animals, their food, place of detention, ambient temperature, etc. by drawing diagrams and tables in the
form of annexes. This convention actually requires member states to take measures so that animals do not suffer
pain, suffering, distress, and lasting harm during the experiment and that if they are likely to occur, the experiments
should not be carried out, or if these things happen unexpectedly, the experiment process should be stopped
immediately. This Convention is an example of an attempt to introduce some ethical-human issues and
propositions into the discourse of international law.
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Another fundamental issue to be considered in animal experimentation is the argumentation that defends non-
human animal experimentation on the premise that animals provide sufficiently good models of human biology
and disease to obtain relevant information, and that, consequently, their use provides major benefits for human
health.

However, a growing body of scientific literature critically assessing the validity of animal experimentation in
general (and animal modeling in particular) raises important concerns about its reliability and predictive value for
human outcomes and for understanding human physiology. The unreliability of animal experimentation in a wide
range of areas undermines the scientific arguments in its favor. Furthermore, it is worth raising the issue of how
animal testing often harms humans by misleading safety studies, potentially sidelining effective treatments, and
diverting resources away from more effective testing methods. Evidence from researchers and theorists suggests
that the collective harms and costs to humans from animal testing outweigh its potential benefits, and that better
resources are available for developing human-based testing methods.

In Article 6 of this part of the Convention, it is stipulated that no experiment shall be conducted for the
purposes set out in Article 2 if an alternative method not involving animals is available and that each Party shall
undertake scientific research to develop methods that can provide the same information as the procedure. In Article
7 of this part of the Convention, it is stipulated that in choosing between procedures, those which involve the least
number of animals, the least amount of pain, suffering, distress and lasting harm, and the highest degree of
satisfaction with the results should be selected. The explanatory report under this article states that “nothing in this
article conflicts with national laws for the protection of endangered species. This emphasizes some fundamental
considerations that should be taken into account to reduce the number of animals used and to reduce pain, suffering,
distress and lasting harm.”

Article 8 in this section sets out how a procedure should be carried out. A procedure should be carried out
under general or local anaesthesia or by other methods which minimise as far as possible pain, suffering, distress
and lasting harm at all stages unless:

the pain caused by the procedure is less than the harm to the health of the animal resulting from the use of
anaesthesia or anaesthesia, and the use of anaesthesia or anaesthesia is incompatible with the purpose of the
procedure. In such cases, appropriate legislative or administrative measures should be taken to ensure that no
procedure is carried out unnecessarily. Article 9 also states that where it is planned that an animal will be subjected
to a procedure in which it may or will certainly suffer severe pain, this must be specifically declared or specifically
authorised by the competent authority. Article 10 states that during a procedure the animal used in it must remain
alive in accordance with the provisions of Article 5 (unless these provisions conflict with the purpose of the
procedure). Article 11 deals with the condition of the animal after the procedure. It states that “at the end of the
experiment a decision must be made whether the animal should be kept alive or killed by humane methods. Even
if the animal returns to normal health, it should not be kept alive if it continues to suffer pain or injury.

4. Conclusions and Future Research

Three major conditions undermine the reliability and trust in animal experiments and their effects on humans and
explain why animal experiments, regardless of the disease category studied, cannot reliably predict human health:
(1) the effects of the laboratory environment and other variables on the results of the study, (2) differences between
animal and human disease models, and (3) species differences in physiology and genetics. Although this article
assumes the reliability of animal experiments and their effectiveness in accordance with the Strasbourg
Convention, from a general perspective, these uncertainties may reduce the unlimited use of mammalian and
vertebrate animal species in experiments that some say are lifesaving.
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2. Committee of Ministers
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1. pain

2. suffering

3. distress

4. lasting harm

5. Explanatory Report
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1. avoidance

2. prevention

3. Abnormality

4. their effects

5. applied scientific research
6. fundamental research
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. animal protection officer

Mouse /Mus musculus

Rat/ Rattusnorvegicus

. Guinea Pig/ Caviaporcellus

. Golden hamster/ Mesocricetusauratus
. Rabbit/ Oryctolaguscuniculus

. Dog/ Canisfamiliaris

. Cat/ Feliscatus

. Quail/ Coturnixcoturnix
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1. animals of known origin
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