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less known, and even more daunting dimensions. One of the new dimensions
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- question of this research is: What are the dimensions of digital personality ownership
Accepted: in law and Islamic jurisprudence? Initial definitions of digital personality focus on
07-02-2025 data collection by organizations and entities to establish personality and digital
persona. However, later definitions emphasize the user's role in shaping their digital
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1. Introduction

In the digital age, data-driven technologies raise numerous social and cultural issues. Living in the virtual realm
mirrors real life, as many aspects of human existence have migrated online, including personal dimensions like
personality, which in the real world is shaped by genetic and non-genetic factors, with the latter including internal
elements such as emotions and will, as well as external influences like peers, family, school and society. While
peers significantly shape character in reality, cyberspace introduces additional complexities, including the unreal
aspects of one's personality. The multiplicity of identities across different platforms can lead to instability in
personality and a sense of behavioral passivity online.

Furthermore, human personality can now be categorized as digital or non-digital, which complicates how
others perceive it compared to real-world character. Managing this duality poses challenges, sometimes extending
even after death. Additionally, individuals' contributions on platforms like Instagram and Telegram raise questions
about data ownership and transfer, necessitating legal clarifications that vary by country.

First, this paper analyzes the subject of Islamic Jurisprudence Rules (Ahkam) about digital personality, a vital
step in Ijtihad for contemporary issues. It clarifies the concept, dimensions, and related ideas of digital personality.
It then examines a key Islamic jurisprudential and legal challenge: ownership of digital personality, both during
life and after death, and its relationship to other rights. The research question is: What are the dimensions of digital
personality ownership in law and Islamic jurisprudence?

The research hypothesizes that these dimensions encompass ownership and its connections to related rights,
and the analysis of digital personalityis essential for determining its rulings (Hukm) in Islamic jurisprudence
(Figh).

The study includes sections on defining digital personality, exploring its dimensions and related concepts,
user strategies for creating a digital persona, and outlining Islamic jurisprudential and legal rulings concerning
ownership (including post-mortem) and its relationship to other rights.

2. Methodology

The method is descriptive-analytical and seeks to answer the basic question of this paper: what are the dimensions
of digital personality ownership in law and Islamic jurisprudence?

This paper is divided into three sections. Section 1 examines Jurisprudential Thematic Study of Digital
Personhood. This section includes the definitions of digital personality, its dimensions, the related concepts, and
user strategies for creating a digital persona. Section 2 scrutinizes Islamic jurisprudential and legal rulings
concerning ownership (including post-mortem) and its relationship to other rights. The final part provides several
concluding points.

3. Results and Discussion

Digital personality definitions center on data variables, with some adding criteria like influencing the data owner,
public identifiability, self-extension, online impact, and legal entity status. Early definitions focus on
governmental/private data collection, identity creation, and subsequent personality development. Later definitions
emphasize user agency in creating their digital personality. The latter perspective, highlighting user control, may
be more useful for addressing Islamic jurisprudential and legal issues by supporting the concept of ownership by
natural or legal persons. Common elements across definitions include digital personality and collected data.
Definitions emphasizing user agency include content/activities, social interactions, public image, privacy, socio-
cultural influences, and digital rights. While content and activities are arguably foundational, the other elements
contribute to the unique characteristics of individual digital personalities.

Digital footprint, third-party digital footprint, digital mosaic, digital persona, digitally extended self, Self-
concept, Self-image, Digital self, Self-presentation, digital immortality, and digital immortality are concepts
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related to digital personality. This is because digital personality is a concept that transcends a specific field and
represents a common ground between social sciences, psychology, law, and other technical sciences. Regarding
the ownership of digital personality, there are four possibilities: ownership by platforms, ownership by natural and
legal persons, joint ownership of the individuals or the legal entities, and the platform, and permissibility of
appropriation/ use. Each of these is based on specific evidence and has priorities over the others. The theory of
individual ownership of digital personality is more compatible with Islamic jurisprudential and legal rules because
the dependence of digital personality on the individual and their data makes the digital personality a function of
the individual, making its annexation and ownership by another person impossible. According to the principle of
first instance in Islamic jurisprudence (Figh), the deceased lacks legal personality and the capacity to enjoy rights.
However, what has led to the discussion of post-mortem ownership for digital personalities is the existence of
memorial pages on some platforms after the death of their owner, as well as the existence of digital immortality.
hhhibugh nn Ismmee jurffprudrr ee, snp omheoe vvdccaased is valid; but considering the evidence, the
nmnmoa of oon sssom hrre ss oonfsssom for hle bnnfftt of hle hrrrs,” tt shoudd. e nodddhltt nrhrrnnng hleee
memorial pages is also without benefit. Furthermore, if the theory of mere permissibility of disposal is accepted,
its inheritance also has no meaning. Concerning the ownership of a digital personality after an individual's death,
it is important to note that such ownership is personal and, in this context, holds no value beyond memorial
significance. This excludes the pages of notable individuals, which their followers can obtain for advertising and
revenue purposes.

Digital personality is a concept that gains meaning concerning other rights; that is, some rights constitute its
essence or give it a legal dimension, such as the right to privacy, the right to data ownership, the right to data
portability, the right to data erasure or the right to be forgotten, the right to self-determination, and the right to
freedom of expression. Other rights arise after a natural or legal person creates a digital identity, such as the right
to reputation or publicity and the right to personal image. The close and strong connection of digital personality
with various rights also prevents the ownership of legal personality from being transferred to platforms. Overall,
oonsddrnrg hle specffccchrr cerrrssssssof dggdlll 1 rrsonyyyysnd sssdppendddee on ndnmddi’”’ s ’rr cerrrssssssnnd
the privacy of individuals, it seems that platforms' access to each individual's digital personality and its components
should be limited to prevent the possibility of its misuse, especially since the most important issue in the field of
personal data is commercial or non-commercial misuse, which can increase the criminal dimensions of presence
in cyberspace. Ultimately, it should be understood that although further development and expansion of the concept
of digital personality are necessary, given the evolution of information technology and the internet in the coming
decades and their significant impact on individual growth, appropriate laws must be developed for the management
and ownership of digital personality. Therefore, every legal system must be able to offer an independent law in
this area to cover the various legal and criminal dimensions of the issue and prevent the harmful effects of digital
personality misuse in society.

4. Conclusions and Future Research

Initial definitions of digital personality focus on data collection by organizations and entities to establish
personality and digital persona. However, later definitions emphasize the user's role in shaping their digital
personality. This user-centric perspective is more effective in addressing the legal and Islamic jurisprudential
issues surrounding digital personality, as it supports the notion of ownership by individuals or legal entities. This
contrasts with other ownership models, such as the platform ownership or joint ownership of individuals or legal
entities, and the platform or permission to use. Moreover, individual ownership aligns better with legal and Islamic
jurisprudential principles and reinforces the connection to other rights, thus preventing the transfer of ownership
to platforms.
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