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The current research aims to design the model of women's entrepreneurship in rural
tourism using the structural-interpretive modeling method. This research is practical
according to its purpose and exploratory in terms of method with a qualitative
approach. To collect data and identify factors, content analysis and review of related
texts, as well as interviews with selected experts, were used in the non-random method
and snowball technique to achieve theoretical saturation. To collect data from the
questionnaire, a structured matrix was developed to determine the relationships
between the indicators. The data obtained from the questionnaire was analyzed using
structural-interpretive modeling and drawn on three levels in an interactive network,
which resulted in the factor of tourism strategy being placed at the highest level. Also,
the degree of influence and the degree of dependence of these factors on each other
were investigated in the influence-dependence matrix. The results showed that the
index of tourism strategy and the development of the tourism services market in the
influence-dependence matrix in the dependent area means the highest degree of
dependence and the least influence, and eco-oriented job creation factors, introducing
and providing services to customers, creating value for customers, analyzing the
market in the connected area. That is, they have the most power of influence and the
most dependence.
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1. Introduction

Today, sustainable rural development depends more than ever on the development of entrepreneurship, and
researchers consider rural entrepreneurs to be the biggest lever for the development of rural areas (Aggarwal,
2018). One of the major potentials that has been welcomed in rural areas in the last few years and rural women are
widely active in it, is rural tourism. Rural tourism provides a basis for the development of businesses and
entrepreneurship due to the new demands of tourists and the need for a diversity of tourism products and services
(Rezaei et al., 2019). For this reason, today, entrepreneurship in rural tourism has become increasingly important
(Akbarpour and Azimi, 2017). Many developed and developing countries agree that paying attention to women's
entrepreneurship is one of the factors that can lead to improved production and productivity. In recent years in
Iran, in the field of development and promotion of women's entrepreneurship in villages, measures have been taken
to empower rural and nomadic women, creating the necessary skills to start successful businesses, creating new
opportunities for rural women, and increasing their income and capital. And helping them to be self-sufficient and
independent has been done (Mohvadi and Yaqgoubi Farani, 2013; Bagai Ardakani, 2019). The role of rural women
in realizing the goals of rural development is undeniable (Bhomail and Sampa, 2005).

Meanwhile, considering the low level of economic participation of rural women and the necessity of their
self-employment in the direction of rural development and economic growth and development of the country, and
also considering the undeniable contribution of rural women and their entrepreneurial activities in national
production and economic development, planning For women's self-employment and entrepreneurship, it is one of
the issues that the statesmen and officials of the country care about, and therefore it is necessary to provide suitable
conditions for such activities of rural women, considering the potential of the villages, one of the most important
of which is tourism, to flourish in this way. Capabilities and abilities of women, with the entry of this group into
the business arena, great changes will be made in the economic development of the country (Mohammadi and

Sharifi, 2018).

In the meantime, rural women, as a group that can be the initiators of the transformation in the village tourism
scene and improve the condition of their family's living capital, are active in a limited way and generally in jobs
that are not very profitable and cannot continuously attract tourists. they do This is while considering the potential
abilities of women in the field of rural tourism and the tourism potential of the region, which needs more of the
abilities and presence of women, the rural women of the region could create entrepreneurship and start small
businesses based on it. Provide the means to improve the existing unfavorable situation and not only have positive
economic and social effects for themselves, but also be fruitful in the family and rural environment, and by guiding
the rural tourism of the region towards sustainability, create the basis for moving in the direction of environmental
creation to become viable and resilient in their villages. Now, on this basis and according to the principle that to
solve every issue and problem in rural environments, there is a need for comprehensive identification of the
existing situation to accurately analyze and find the structural roots of the issues, to get out of the unfavorable
situation of activity and creation and Setting up micro-businesses of women entrepreneurs in the tourism field of
this province, in this research we intend to find out how to provide the entrepreneurship process of women in rural
tourism by presenting the model of women entrepreneurship in rural tourism with the approach of rural
development. The knowledge obtained from such an approach will facilitate rural development, and at the same
time, tourism services will be valuable from the point of view of travelers, tourists, and women working in the
village. Therefore, considering the existing problems, it is necessary to develop a model of women's
entrepreneurship in rural tourism. Arrive therefore, this research seeks to pave the way by designing a conceptual
model in this direction by answering the following question: What is the interpretive structural model of women's
entrepreneurship in rural tourism?

2. Theoretical

Entrepreneurship plays an important role in the economic development of a country and is considered the only
solution for the growth of assets, job creation, and provision of new and better goods and services (Kumar, 2019).
Entrepreneurship has an important place in rural tourism (Sivchina, 2016). Meanwhile, the full participation of
women in entrepreneurship based on the principle of equality from a gender point of view is a fundamental factor
in economic growth and development and poverty reduction (Singh, 2016). The activities of women entrepreneurs
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in agricultural tourism affect achieving sustainable development in villages (Dehri and others, 2021). Rural
women's entrepreneurship does not require formal and professional education, but the knowledge and experience
that has been passed down from generation to generation is sufficient; Therefore, on the one hand, government
support should be directed to these female entrepreneurs in areas where they lack knowledge, such as sharing
expertise (for example, management and marketing), and on the other hand, government support in creating an
entrepreneurial culture for women. The village can facilitate the coordination between stakeholders, including the
main actors and other factors, which means that the entrepreneurial event in rural women that requires risk-taking,
with innovation and new approaches can create more progress in rural communities. In addition, the success of
women's entrepreneurial actions depends on the cooperation and creation of networks among different actors
(individuals, supply agencies, and organizations) who live in rural communities (Pato, 2015; Shirmohammadi and
Azaasi, 2019). A rural female entrepreneur can be considered a person who creates general changes in the village
environment by creating innovation in most social goods; therefore, the female entrepreneur is an important factor
in the economic development of villages (Motulakshmi and Gurudevi, 2019).

Rural tourism is one of the types of low-cost tourism that is widely used throughout the world (Parsishvili
and others, 2017). Rural tourism is a pure form of tourism that is very important to attract city dwellers to visit it.
In this type of tourism, the real display of rural life, leisure time, creativity, ethnicities, local culture, exhibitions
and festivals, local handicrafts, change of seasons, etc. are attractive for tourists (Madani and Tagwa Zirivani,
1401). Compared to the global tourism market, rural tourism in all its forms; is a relatively small part, because the
majority of tourism is still concentrated in the beaches and cities (Shecherbachenko and others, 2021).

Vukovic et al. (2023) in research entitled "Rural Tourism Development, entrepreneurship, and Women's
Empowerment - A Case Study in the Countryside of Serbia" investigated the research question, this study adopted
a quantitative research that included a sample of 513 women in a region. It was a less advanced village in Serbia.
The generalized linear regression model (GLM) was used to analyze the data. The results showed that self-
employment is the main goal of empowering women. The most important practical implications of this article are
two: (1) the research results have shown that the tourism potential of rural areas can be increased through the
support of local tourism stakeholders. (2) Women without professional interests or jobs in rural areas, especially
in areas where the population is traditionally dominated by men (husbands/brothers/fathers), have more
opportunities for earning and economic independence. This research can influence future studies to investigate
other aspects of empowerment depending on regional differences, on the one hand, as well as alternative
opportunities for tourism and local development in less-developed rural areas, on the other.

3. Methodology

The purpose of this research is to present the model of women's entrepreneurship in rural tourism. Therefore, the
research has an exploratory nature with a qualitative approach. Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) has been
used to determine the sequence and relationships between the identified elements. To collect data and identify
factors, through content analysis and review of sources, books, and interviews with participants, including
university experts and organization experts who have a series of characteristics such as doctorate degrees and
scientific productions (books, articles, etc.) and experience the high performance in this field was used. Also, for
the selection of experts, a non-random method was used with the snowball technique until theoretical saturation
was achieved.

4. Findings

To identify indicators and effective factors, content analysis and interviews with ten selected experts were used.
The seven steps of interpretive-structural modeling are the first step, identifying the factors related to the problem;
The second step is the formation of the structural self-interaction matrix (SSIM); The third step is the formation
of the initial achievement matrix (IRM); The fourth step is forming the final access matrix (FRM); The fifth step,
determining relationships and leveling factors; The sixth step: drawing the structural-interpretive model and the
seventh step, analyzing the power of influence and the degree of dependence (Mik Mak).
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After determining the input and output sets, their share is determined for each of the factors. Variables whose
output and common sets are completely similar are placed at the highest level of the structural-interpretive model
hierarchy. To find the components of the next level of the system, the components of the highest level are removed
in the mathematical calculations of the related table and the related operations determining the components of the
next level is done in the same way as determining the components of the highest level. Finally, according to the
levels of the factors and the final access matrix and through the elimination of secondary relationships, the final
model is obtained.

5. Conclusion

Due to the lack of suitable conditions, women have not benefited from many potentials for entrepreneurship, which
is why in every economy where these conditions are provided, we see the rapid growth of women's
entrepreneurship rate. One of the important fields in the discussion of entrepreneurship and development of rural
communities, especially villages with tourism potential, is the proper and optimal use of the abilities and talents
of rural women in these communities. Considering this issue, the importance of the special position of rural women
and creating employment for them is necessary and far from avoiding, because women play a significant role in
the rural economy and production. In this regard, the factors of women's entrepreneurship in rural tourism have
been identified. After identifying the factors through the achievement matrix, an attempt was made to investigate
the factors affecting women's entrepreneurship in rural tourism. In the analysis of the obtained result according to
the model, it should be said that at the first level, the factor of tourism strategy, the second level is the factor of
developing the tourism service market, and at the third level, the factors of creating value for customers,
introducing and providing services to customers, developing the tourism service market, creating eco-oriented
employment. In the influence-dependence matrix, it is clear that the factor of tourism strategy and the development
of the tourism services market is in the second area (dependent), which has the least influence and the highest
degree of dependence and does not help in achieving other factors. To successfully implement the model of
women's entrepreneurship, this framework must be regularly and continuously monitored and controlled so that
deviations from its goals and plans are identified and corrected. In this regard, developing appropriate tools and
metrics to measure the effects of implementing this model in specific periods can provide appropriate corrective
measures to women entrepreneurs if necessary.
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