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Abstract

Background and Objective: The quality of rural settlement environments is one of the key factors
influencing place attachment, population retention, and social sustainability. In recent years, especially in
peri-urban villages affected by rapid urbanization processes, attention to the link between environmental
study aims to examine and analyze the impact of rural environmental quality on place attachment in rural
settlements, with Em al-Tamr village, located on the outskirts of Ahvaz metropolitan area, as a case study.
Methodology: The research is applied in terms of objective and descriptive—analytical in terms of
methodology. Data were collected through library studies and field surveys using questionnaires. The
study population consisted of the residents of Em al-Tamr village, and the sample size was determined as
666 iiii viuull s aaeed nn Crrrr a’” s formll .. oor dtta aaalyii,, tee aa ruus mll I>-criteria decision-making
model and Pearson correlation test were employed. Findings indicate a positive and significant
relationship between rural environmental quality and place attachment. The Marcus model results show
that environmental cleanliness and the beauty of the natural landscape have the highest desirability among
environmental indicators. Moreover, Pearson correlation results revealed that the strongest associations
with place attachment were related to natural landscape beauty, environmental cleanliness, and
preservation of the villgg’’t triii tiaaal tttt ur..

Results and Findings: These findings suggest that environmental and identity-related factors play a more
rrmnitttt  role in aaapigg rssidttt ooll cce tttammutt mmmr dd to uulely yyyiicll iffrattrcctrre. Ovrrall,
this study emphasizes that enhancing rural environmental quality—particularly in its natural, aesthetic,
and identity dimensions—can serve as an effective strategy for strengthening place attachment, increasing
residential satisfaction, and promoting sustainable development in peri-urban rural settlements, and should
be considered by planners and policymakers.
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