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preserving and revitalizing historic fabrics, supplanting previous methods. A fundamental
distinction of this approach from other methods lies in its emphasis on the active and
inclusive participation of stakeholders in the regeneration process. However, achieving
effective and efficient participation necessitates a profound understanding of its concept
and function within the context of regeneration. Thus, this study was conducted to
understand and identify the structure, function, and impact of participation in the
regeneration of historic fabrics, as well as to delineate its effectiveness dimensions. This
research, in its search and selection phase, employed the four-stage PRISMA systematic
review method, identifying 635 sources through searches in premier scientific citation
databases using the keywords 'regeneration,' 'historic fabric," and 'participation,’ of which
70 were selected to address the primary research question. Subsequently, through
qualitative content analysis, coding, and theme extraction, the findings were categorized
into three domains: the structure, function, and impact of participation in the regeneration
of historic fabrics. The structure encompasses three categories—dynamism, coherence,
and inclusivity; the function comprises five categories—context, effective factor, legal
prerequisite, mechanism, and consensus; and the impact was identified at two levels—
citizen and organizational—each with four effectiveness dimensions. The results indicate
that maximizing the benefits of participation’s function, with the aforementioned structural
characteristics, requires attention to its impact. Proper implementation of participation at
the organizational level, through managing political, planning, cultural, and economic
dimensions, facilitates the realization of participation at the citizen level, with dimensions
encompassing socio-political, socio-cultural, physical-environmental, institutional, and
politico-economic aspects.
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1. Introduction

Since the last century, heritage
preservation has shifted from individual
structures to broader historic fabrics.
Contemporary urban agendas, viewing
these fabrics as adaptable to modern
needs, favor regeneration. This approach
is vital for rescuing endangered historic
fabrics, emphasizing residents’ needs to
revive lost identity and dynamism.
Regeneration projects are complex,
involving  diverse stakeholders and
conflicting interests, making planning and
implementation decisions challenging.
Conflicts or exclusion of communities can
lead to project suspension, antisocial
behaviors, financial losses, societal
instability, and regeneration failures.
Participation emerges as a key method to
address these issues, highlighting the need
for its reinforcement. Strengthening
participation seeks to transform passive
recipients into active advocates of
collective action. Clarifying the structure,
function, and impact of participation in
historic fabrics is essential for successful
regeneration programs. This study, aiming
to understand and identify the structure,
function, and impact of participation in
historic fabric regeneration, along with its
effectiveness dimensions, poses
fundamental questions: What are the
structures, function, and impact of
participation in historic fabric
regeneration, and what are its
effectiveness dimensions? By analyzing
participation concepts and reviewing
literature, this research seeks to enhance
regeneration success through
strengthened participation.

2. Research Methodology

This study employed a systematic review
to examine research on participation in
historic fabric regeneration over the past
24 years. The four-stage PRISMA guideline

(identification, search, screening,
selection) was utilized. Searches in
Scopus, Web of  Science, and
ScienceDirect, using keywords like
"sustainable urban regeneration," "historic
fabric," and "participation,” identified 635
sources. Inclusion criteria encompassed
studies on participation in historic fabrics,
accessible from reputable databases, while
exclusion criteria removed irrelevant or
untranslatable sources. After screening, 70
sources were selected. Qualitative content
analysis, involving open and axial coding
and theme extraction, was conducted.
Initially, selected sources were thoroughly
reviewed and coded based on research
questions and objectives. Codes were
refined, categorized into preliminary
themes, and their frequency assessed.
Subsequently, main themes were derived
and synthesized into organizing themes to
delineate the structure, function, and
impact of participation in historic fabric
regeneration.

3. Research Findings

Following the PRISMA process and
selection of 70 sources, data were coded
and analyzed, identifying three categories
of participation in historic fabric
regeneration: structure, function, and
impact. From 2000-2024, most studies
were published in 2021 and 2024 (10 each),
with  China (19 studies) leading in
frequency. = Thematic  analysis  of
participation revealed 74 initial and 23
main themes. Structure encompassed
three main themes; “dynamism,
coherence, inclusivity”; derived from 11
initial themes like multifaceted and
dynamic. Function included five main
themes; “context, mechanism, effective
factor, legal prerequisite, consensus”; from
15 initial themes such as process and
strategy. Impact was categorized at citizen
level (8 main themes, e.g., raising
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awareness) and organizational level (7
main themes, e.g., localization), each
drawn from multiple initial themes.

4. Conclusion

Based on the investigations conducted in
this study through content analysis,
participation in historic fabric
regeneration is  redefined  across
structure, function, and impact. Structure,
with  inclusivity = (multifaceted and
comprehensive), ensures stakeholder
involvement;  dynamism  (adaptable)
reflects  flexibility; and  coherence
(interactive and integrated) fosters
collaboration. Function operates in five
categories: context (interaction), effective
factor (quality), consensus (synergy),
mechanism (management), and legal
prerequisite, tying success to their
integration. Impact at the citizen level
spans socio-cultural (awareness and
belonging), institutional (cooperation),
socio-political (justice), politico-economic
(interest alignment), and physical-
environmental (improvement) dimensions,
while at the organizational level, it
enhances cultural management
(localization),  planning  (innovation),
political management (engagement), and
economic management (resources).

The results of this study indicate that
successful historic fabric regeneration
depends on addressing participation’s
structure and function. With intrinsic

traits, participation enhances quality and
reduces costs. Organizational impact, by
managing societal dimensions,
strengthens citizen-level participation,
and proper implementation drives
genuine engagement. Citizen-level impact
relies on  organizational efficacy;
prioritizing impact makes participation
authentic and effective, optimizes costs,
and delivers favorable outcomes for
communities.  Integrating  structure,
function, and impact ensures regeneration
achieves sustainable preservation and
revitalization. This study provides a
foundation for comparative research and
evaluating participatory approaches in
diverse historic fabrics, highlighting the
value of addressing participation’s
multifaceted dimensions for sustained
success.
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