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Abstract

The rapid growth of the urban population of Zahedan accompanied by the expansion of
informal and illegal settlements and slums has led to increased urban poverty, high rate of
unemployment, deprivation of minimum urban facilities and services and notably low
housing quality in the city's marginal sections, especially Babaeian area. Located on the
hillside, Babaeian area is visible from most parts of the city and has created an undesirable
landscape for Zahedan due to its substandard architecture which overtly violates national
construction regulations. This study attempted to investigate the quality of housing in
Babaeian area and find out the potential of using superadobe in this marginal section of the
city. Superadobe can help create a desirable urban landscape in this area because of its
compatibility with the hillside conditions in terms of appearance and construction
materials as well as its eco-friendliness and low construction cost. This research is an
applied study and the methodology is descriptive-analytical. Library research and field
survey (questionnaire) were used to collect the required data. The statistical population of
the study comprised all residents living in the vicinity of Resalat Street in the marginal area
of Babaeian in Zahedan City. The sample population consisted of 30 families with members
in the 25-70 age range. A questionnaire was developed based on the Likert scale to inquire
the respondents’ opinion in three sections using multiple items: (1) their satisfaction with
the current housing, (2) their satisfaction with the urban facilities, and (3) their agreement
with the idea of establishment of new housing in the form of superadobes. The
questionnaire’s validity was assessed based on its face validity and its reliability was
assessed using Cronbach’s Alpha. The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS
software. The results showed that the residents of Babaeian area approve of the idea of
building superadobes due to their affordability as well as compatibility with the native
culture resulting from their similarity to the native huts of Balouchestan region. In addition,
superadobes can improve the urban landscape of Zahedan City.
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1. Introduction

The Babaeian suburban area has a special
landscape importance due to its
topography and higher elevation code. The
present study has examined the housing
situation in the Babaeian suburban area of
Zahedan city. The Babaeian suburban area
of Zahedan city has an undesirable urban
appearance due to the dilapidated texture
of most of the housing and the lack of
biological indicators, including life, health,
and public visibility, due to its location on
the mountainside in the northern part of
the city and its location on the main
entrance belt of the city. It has a special
need for organization. The main concern
of the present article is the organization of
the urban appearance of this area and is
trying to investigate the potential of
implementing adobe structures due to
their easy and cost-effective
implementation and also to help improve
the urban landscape of the Babaeian area.

2. Research Methodology

The research methodology in this study is
descriptive-analytical, an applied study
based on identifying the potential of
implementing adobe structures for
housing for the marginalized. The nature
of the data in this qualitative study, a
survey and questionnaire method were
used to collect the required data and
information, and SPSS statistical software
was used for analysis; also, documentary
studies were used in the section on
examining the theoretical foundations and
literature of the subject. The statistical
population of the study was families living
on Resalat Street in the Babaeian
marginalized area of Zahedan in the age
group of 25-70 years, who were selected
through purposive sampling.

3. Research Findings

According In order to measure the level of
satisfaction with the creation of new
adobe housing in the study area, all
information was first tested using the
Cronbach's method and these items were
classified into five levels of the Likert
spectrum. A total of 11 items were
examined. The above results show that the
majority of items have a value higher than
the number 3, which is considered as the
average. Based on this information and the
items under study, the average of 2.89,
which is related to the item "creation of
new adobe housing (superadobes)’,
indicates that the respondents are
satisfied with the creation of new housing
with the adobe structure in the region.
Also, according to the results obtained,
among all the items, the highest average
with a number of 30.4 belongs to the level
of satisfaction with the standard area for
adobe housing and the lowest average
with a number of 30.2 belongs to the item
"satisfaction with the creation of new
housing with the Housing Foundation
plan”.

4. Conclusion

This article was written with the aim of
investigating the potential of
implementing adobe structures in the
Babaeian slum area of Zahedan. It can be
said that the main reason for slums in
Zahedan city is economic poverty, so that
they can have cheap housing without a
durable structure that is compatible with
the local climate of the region. The
Babaeian area of Zahedan city can play a
role in the urban landscape of Zahedan
due to its location on the mountainside
and its visibility from other areas of the
city. The poor texture of this area has
affected and disturbed the city's
landscape. In order to answer the research
questions, questionnaires were
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distributed among the residents of this
area and it was found that implementing
adobe structures can improve the urban
landscape of the Babaeian area of Zahedan.
This structure, due to its special conical
shape, has a great impact on improving the
landscape and scenery of this area and the
entire city; In addition, easy and cost-
effective implementation, earthquake
resistance, use of eco-friendly materials,
and environmental compatibility are
among the most important advantages of
implementing adobe structures for
suburban housing in Zahedan. According
to studies and questionnaire results, most
people in the suburban area of Zahedan
were not satisfied with their housing and
urban facilities in this area and agreed to
implement a new affordable structural
design called adobe; as a result,
implementing the proposed adobe
structure design in the Babaeian area of
Zahedan, both because of its compatibility

with the mountain bed in terms of its
appearance and as a type of local and low-
cost housing, can create a desirable
appearance for housing in this area of
Zahedan.
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