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The presence of Afghan nationals in Iran has a long history, particularly after the Islamic
Rewolution, when Iran hosted the largest population of Afghan refugees. One of the most
significant challenges has been the illegal residence and presence of alarge group of Afghans
in rural settlements in recent years. The presence of Afghan nationals in rural communities of
southeastern Iran, due to their proximity to eastern borders and cultural affinity, has had
various geographical and social impacts. The objective of this qualitative study, conducted
using grounded theory methodology, is to examine the effects and consequences of Afghan
nationals' presence inthe rural areas of Sib and Suran County. The sample population included
25 informed individuals, selected through snowball sampling. Data were collected through
semi-structured and focused interviews and analyzed in three coding stages: open, axial, and
selective. The findings were ultimately categorized into four main consequences. The results
indicate that the presence of Afghan nationals in rural settlements has led to several socio-
economic and structural impacts, ranked by importance, including: Increased wilnerability of
the local community, Changes in the demographic structure of villages, Low adherence to legal
regulations, lllegal employment, Emergence of competition over resource access, Insufficient
infrastructure and services to meet the growing population, Increase in unauthorized
movements, and other related challenges.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The presence of Afghan nationals in Iran’s
rural border regions can lead to multifaceted
adverse consequences. Key issues include job
displacement and rising unemployment
among locals, increased social harm and
deviance, the emergence of informal
settlements and demographic shifts, pressure
on public services such as education,
healthcare, and welfare subsidies, economic
burdens, illegal marriages between Afghan
and Iranian citizens resulting in
undocumented children, and the transmission
of contagious diseases threatening public
health. Sistan and Baluchestan Province,
sharing long borders with Pakistan and
Afghanistan, hosts a significant number of
foreign nationals from both countries. Among
its border counties, Sib and Suran is
particularly affected. The influx of Afghan
migrants into its rural areas has created
numerous challenges for the local community,
underscoring the urgency and necessity of this
research. Accordingly, the study aims to
investigate the impacts of Afghan nationals’
presence in the rural areas of Sib and Suran
County through a qualitative grounded theory
approach.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research
design using the  grounded  theory
methodology. It is applied in nature and cross-
sectional in terms of the data collection
timeframe. The research population consists of
25 informed local individuals, including
educators, village administrators, council
members, and community elders. Sampling
was conducted purposefully using the snowball
technique, enabling the researcher to explore
the phenomenon through the insights of
knowledgeable  participants. Initial  data
analysis and concept extraction guided the
continuation of interviews based on emerging
theoretical patterns. In grounded theory, the
researcher transcribes and codes the data line
by line, resulting in the formation of multiple
concepts and categories relevant to the
research topic.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal that the presence of
Afghan nationals in Sib and Suran’s rural
areas has led to social, economic,
institutional, political, and security-related
consequences.  Social impacts include
increased crime rates, identity document
trafficking, pressure on education and
healthcare  systems, expansion of rural
settlements, and negative effects on the rural
landscape. Economic consequences involve
rising unemployment, displacement of local
labor, and substantial costs related to
subsidized utilities such as water, electricity,
bread, and fuel. Political and security
implications include heightened regional
threats such as unauthorized border crossings,
use of vehicles with Iranian license plates,
illegal rural residency, and growing public
dissatisfaction with the presence of Afghan
nationals.

Conclusion

Although Sistan and Baluchestan is officially
designated as a restricted province for Afghan
residency, the widespread and unauthorized
settlement of Afghan migrants in its rural
areas—particularly in the study region—has
become a major challenge for local
communities. This research examined the
consequences of their presence in Sib and
Suran’s rural zones. Results indicate that these
areas are significantly affected across social,
economic, political-security, and
environmental dimensions. The presence of
Afghan nationals has led to diminished social
trust, intensified social harm, economic strain,
increased unemployment, weakened
institutional  access, deteriorating living
conditions, and threats to local security.
Despite the critical need for effective
management  of unauthorized  migrants,
accurate and transparent data on their numbers
and distribution remains unavailable, and
efforts to regulate this population have thus
far been unsuccessful. Addressing this issue
requires coordinated attention at local,
provincial, and national levels.
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