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Population movements within a geographical area have two directions—origin and
destination—where the population of the origin community decreases while that of the
destination community increases. The most significant example of population mobility is rural—
urban migration, which appears in the form of leaving the village to live in the city. The present
study aims to explain and evaluate rural-urban population mobility in the Gurek Rural District
of Sardasht County and to examine the impact of economic, social, and environmental
indicators on the migration flow from the villages of this district to the city of Rabat and
surrounding cities. The research method is descriptive—analytical. Using Cochran’s formula, a
sample size of 345 people was obtained, selected randomly. The research tool was a
questionnaire, and SPSS software was used for data analysis. The reliability of the
questionnaire was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for economic (0.843), social
(0.824), and environmental (0.745) indicators. To analyze the hypotheses, statistical tests such
as mean, variance, and Pearson correlation were used. Charts and maps were also created using
Excel and ArcGIS software. The findings indicate that in the first hypothesis, the Pearson
correlation matrix between social and economic indicators showed a significance level of sig =
0.000 at the 99% confidence level, indicating a significant and relatively strong relationship
between the variables. In the second hypothesis, T and F mean-difference tests for all social
variables and demographic characteristics showed a significance level (P < 0.05) at the 95%
confidence level. In the third hypothesis, the significance level obtained between
environmental variables and demographic structure was (P > 0.05), indicating that there is no
significant relationship between these variables. The final results of this study show that there
is a significant relationship between social, economic, and environmental factors and
population mobility and rural-urban migration in the Gurek Rural District. Therefore,
examining and paying attention to the economic, social, and environmental issues of residents
is essential in understanding the region’s population mobility dynamics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most obvious examples of
population mobility is rural-urban migration,
which occurs in the form of leaving the
countryside to live in the city. Rural-urban
migration, as a phenomenon and dominant
form of population flow, causes tremendous
economic and social impacts at the origin and
destination. Migration is a function of the
behavior and local decisions of individuals
from origin to destination and is the result of
the interaction of environmental and individual
attracting and repelling factors of the
territories. A close examination of the country's
interprovincial migration flows in the past
periods of population and housing censuses
(from 1976 to 2016) has indicated a negative
balance of immigration and emigration in West
Azerbaijan province in all the censuses
mentioned. This negative balance of
immigration and emigration of the province in
the past 4 decades has been due to the security
conditions of the province, the acute issues of
its economic development, and the ethnic and
religious ties of the province's population with
the provinces located in the northwest,
including East Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, and
Tehran-Alborz. The majority of migration
flows in Sardasht County are due to population
movements within the county. While in the
2016 census, the share of migrants displaced
within the counties surveyed in the province
was 35.7 percent of the total number of
migrants entering the province; this figure was
62.1 percent for Sardasht. Therefore, it is
important to pay more attention to migration
within the county and between rural and urban
settlements in Sardasht County.

Methodology

Random sampling was selected with a
confidence level of 95% and a probability of
error of 5%. The sample size for completing
the questionnaire was 345 people using the
Cochran formula. The validity of the research
tool was confirmed by obtaining the opinions
of university professors, and after the
professors' amendments in several stages. The
reliability level was also obtained using the
Cronbach's alpha method for the economic
(0.843), social (0.824) and environmental

(0.745) indices, which indicates a high
reliability coefficient. Descriptive statistics
(frequency and frequency percentage) were
used to analyze the data, and tests such as
mean tests (T-test, F) and Pearson correlation
test were used to analyze inferential statistics
and test the research hypotheses. To investigate
the most important factors affecting the
occurrence of rural-urban population mobility,
research variables in three dimensions,
economic, social, and environmental, were
extracted into 13 sub-indices and 46 items,
which were arranged and graded in the form of
a questionnaire and based on a five-point
Likert-scale scoring scale (very low, low,
medium, high, very high).

Results and discussion

To test the first hypothesis, Pearson's
correlation coefficient was used, and the
variables used were selected from the social
and economic dimensions. To test the first
hypothesis, the economic dimension variables,
including income, employment and labor,
investment, government facilities, and the
social dimension variables, including health
and treatment, education, social cohesion and
interaction, and cultural-sports, were tested in
the form of a multivariate matrix. There is a
significant relationship between the education
of individuals and the social dimension
variables at the 95% level, and the average
education differs according to the type of
variables. The significance level was obtained
only in land use and the environmental
dimension, which was less than 0.05. As a
result, there is a significant relationship
between land use and the gender of individuals.
There is no statistically significant relationship
between the population structure in terms of
the age of individuals and the environmental
variables at the 95% confidence level. As a
result, it cannot be said that the population
structure resulting from population mobility is
affected by the environmental dimension;
therefore, the null hypothesis is confirmed, and
the research hypothesis is rejected.

Conclusion
As the smallest living units, villages have
always played an important role in productive
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activities. Nowadays, rural-urban migration has
become a problem facing many developing
countries, including Iran. People migrate to
access better services and facilities and to
achieve prosperity. In addition to reducing the
population in villages, rural-urban migration
also disrupts the population structure and sex
ratio. This research was conducted in Gorak
Rural District in the central part of Sardasht
County with the aim of evaluating and
explaining the population mobility of urban
villages to the city of Rabat and its role in the
development indicators of the original
settlements (case study: Gorak Rural District,
Sardasht - Rabat City). Gorak Rural District is
considered a deprived area due to
unemployment and the lack of economic
efficiency of arable land, lack of educational
and welfare facilities, and lack of
infrastructure. The city of Rabat, as a center for
the destination of migrants from the villages of
Gorak Rural District, has provided the ground

for migration for the residents of Gorak Rural
District due to its suitable natural conditions,
reasonable  land  prices compared to
neighboring cities, minimal educational and
health facilities, and short distance to these
villages. The most important consequences of
migration that may occur are: increased
unemployment and resorting to false jobs,
moral problems and disorder among young
people, evacuation of villages, etc.
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