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Based on Samuel Huntington’s framework, political development
requires a balance between institution-building, elite
professionalization, and the management of participation. In post-
revolutionary Iran, the two main currents of principlists and reformists
have played significant roles in this process .Principlists, emphasizing
the stability of existing institutions, revolutionary values, and controlled
participation, have primarily focused on strengthening formal structures
and maintaining political order. In contrast, reformists, with more open
approaches, have emphasized expanding social participation, increasing
transparency, and enhancing institutional flexibility—though they have
faced structural and institutional constraints .The research hypothesis
suggests that while both currents have generally accepted most elements
of Huntington’s model in theory, reformists align more closely with it,
particularly in areas such as political participation, civil society, and
political culture. Principlists, while addressing development, have
prioritized institutional preservation and traditional values. Thus, within
the Iranian context (2005-2021), reformists appear more compatible
with Huntington’s model of political development.
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Introduction

Based on Samuel Huntington's theoretical
framework, which posits that political
development requires a  balanced
relationship between institutionalization,
elite professionalization, and political
participation, this research seeks to
examine the role of Iran’s two main
political currents-the Principlists and the
Reformists-in  shaping the country’s
political development from 2005 to 2021.
The core issue is how the divergent
approaches of these two currents, in
managing state-society relations,
structuring political institutions, and
regulating public participation, have
impacted the trajectory of political
stability, institutional effectiveness, and
social cohesion in Iran. This study aims
to provide a systematic, long-term
analysis to clarify whether and how the
performance of these currents has aligned
with or diverged from the conditions
Huntington identified for sustainable
political development.

Methodology

The research methodology is descriptive-
analytical and comparative in nature. It
employs a documentary (library) approach
for data collection, systematically gathering
and analyzing materials from various sources
including books, academic articles, official
documents, and other relevant texts. This
method  facilitates a  comprehensive
examination of the roles of Principlist and
Reformist currents by describing their
characteristics, analyzing their impacts on
political development, and comparing their
performance  against the  theoretical
benchmarks of Samuel Huntington's model
over the specified timeframe (2005-2021).

Results and Discussion

Based on Samuel Huntington's theoretical
framework, which posits that sustainable
political development requires a balance
between institutionalization, elite capacity,

and political participation, this research
employs a comparative analytical and
descriptive methodology to examine the roles
of Iran's two main political currents-
Principlists (Ustlgarayan) and Reformists
(Islahtalaban)-in  shaping the country's
political development from 2005 to 2021.
Utilizing a documentary (library-based)
approach, the study analyzes how the
Principlist current, emphasizing
revolutionary values, institutional stability,
and controlled participation, contrasts with
the Reformist current's focus on expanding
social participation, institutional flexibility,
and political openness. The central
hypothesis is that while both currents have
theoretically engaged with elements of
Huntington's  model, the Reformists'
discourse aligns more closely with its
emphasis on participation and pluralism,
whereas the Principlists' approach prioritizes
institutional preservation and order. The
comparative analysis aims to determine the
extent to which the performance of each
current has contributed to or hindered the
balanced political development envisioned in
Huntington's model within the specific
context of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

C

In today's world, development is often
equated with economic progress, while
political development—a contested concept
with Western roots—remains a critical
historical concern in transitional societies
like Iran. Neglecting it risks regression.
Applying Huntington's theory, Iran's political
transition involves factionalization and
institutionalization. The Principlist discourse
(2005-2013), rooted in revolutionary ideals
and justice-oriented populism, redefined
political development as popular
mobilization within Islamic values,
contrasting sharply with the Reformists'
focus on civil society and political pluralism
under  Khatami. Despite ~ Rouhani's
administration prioritizing economic
efficiency and international engagement
post-2013, its inattention to deepening
political participation and intermediary
institutions weakened public trust and created
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space for Principlist resurgence. Huntington
warns that weak institutions cannot manage
participatory demands; thus, Iran's future
hinges on balancing institutional capacity
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