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The main purpose of this article is to "investigate the factors
affecting Iran's geopolitical position in the formation of the
modern Islamic civilization." The statistical sample includes 15
experts and elites in the field of political science and geopolitics.
The research was conducted qualitatively with purposeful
snowball sampling. The research tool was also based on in-depth
interviews. Data collection was carried out using Delphi. The
findings of this research show that factors such as political,
economic, and geographical can be effective in the formation of
the modern Islamic civilization. The result is that Iran has not
been able to play an important role in the formation of Islamic
civilization in political, economic, and religious terms. While by
utilizing geopolitical and geographical resources with four
components, economic with six components, and cultural with
five components; it can play a role as one of the leading and first-
class countries in the formation of the modern Islamic civilization.
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Introduction

Geopolitics, despite lacking full conceptual
consensus among scholars, has historically
emerged in relation to global transformations and
functioned as a tool for shaping state strategies.
Broadly understood as an academic field linking
geography and international politics, geopolitics
examines how spatial factors such as location,
resources, and territoriality influence foreign
policy and power relations. Various scholars have
highlighted different dimensions of this concept:
Ganji (2002) defines geopolitics as the art of
employing geographical knowledge to support
state policy, while Karimipour (2015) interprets it
as a strategic approach centered on foreign policy,
incorporating factors such as scale, territorial
competition, nationalism, and systemic spatial
understanding. In the Western literature, Cohen
(2008) emphasizes the interaction between
geographical contexts and political processes,
Taylor (1994) focuses on the distribution of power
among major states, Hartshorne aligns geopolitics
with applied political geography in international
affairs, and Braden and Shelley (2004) frame it as
a geographically informed perspective on
international relations and conflict. Within this
conceptual background, most works concerning
Islamic and Iranian civilization have analyzed
geography as a contextual factor or explored
civilizational challenges. However, the present
research introduces the geographical theory of
civilization to illuminate Islamic civilization
through the lens of spatial foundations. Its
innovation lies in examining the possibility of
civilizational formation-specifically the Islamic-
Iranian civilization-through a combination of
natural-geographical conditions and intellectual-
cultural factors. While geography and regional
positioning in Iran and the Islamic world may
support the emergence of a new Islamic
civilization, these elements are not sufficient
alone; population, wealth, knowledge, technology,
and spiritual cohesion are also necessary for
civilizational integration.  Accordingly, the
purpose of this study is to analyze Iran’s
geopolitical position in the formation of a new
Islamic civilization, with the central objective of
identifying key factors influencing  this
geopolitical role.

Methodology

The present research adopts a qualitative
approach. Data were collected through the Delphi
method by conducting interviews with a sample of
15 experts and specialists in the fields of political

science and geopolitics relevant to the subject
under study. Sampling in qualitative research was
carried out using non-probability, purposive
selection of participants and continued until
theoretical saturation was achieved. To ensure
validity and reliability of the sampling process, the
study employed Guba and Lincoln’s criteria of
trustworthiness as an alternative to conventional
validity and reliability measures. This framework
consists of four sub-components-credibility,
transferability, confirmability, and dependability-
which were taken into consideration in the
selection of participants.

Results and Discussion

Findings indicate that the most influential factors
preventing the emergence and expansion of
Islamic civilization are political, economic,
cultural, and geographical. Politically, both
internal  and  external dynamics  generate
fragmentation: internally, ideological disputes,
resource-driven rivalries (especially over oil),
divergent security perceptions, chronic instability,
internal conflicts, lack of unified leadership, and
competing regional ambitions among key Muslim-
majority states (e.g., Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Turkey,  Pakistan,  Uzbekistan, Indonesia,
Malaysia) produce deep suspicion and hinder
collective action. Externally, major powers and
organizations strategically suppress Islamic
geopolitical consolidation by eliminating any
potential hegemonic Islamic actor, fueling
conflicts for arms markets, exploiting economic
dependencies through loans and aid, intensifying
sectarian-national  divisions, and sustaining
regional insecurity via alliances such as NATO
and bilateral pacts with Gulf states, thereby
preventing the formation of a unified political-
security bloc. Economically, severe disparities
between rich and poor Muslim countries,
dependence on global capitalism, penetration of
multinational corporations, structural integration
into global markets on unequal terms, and
subordination through international financial
institutions generate economic vulnerability and
hinder the creation of autonomous economic
power.  Culturally, nationalism, sectarian
extremism, identity fragmentation, proliferation of
divergent religious schools, media-driven cultural
infiltration, and Western discursive portrayals of
Islam as violent or backward disrupt cultural
cohesion and exacerbate intra-Islamic hostility, as
seen in ideological rifts such as those between Iran
and Saudi Arabia. Geographically, the Islamic
world suffers from spatial discontinuity, lack of
territorial contiguity, dispersion across three
continents, unresolved border disputes, and
territorial fragmentation inherited from colonial
boundary-making after the fall of the Ottoman
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Empire, all of which increase susceptibility to
external intervention and obstruct integration.
Together, these overlapping political, economic,
cultural, and geographical pressures generate
structural disunity and prevent Muslim-majority
societies from achieving the collective coherence,
institutional integration, and strategic capacity
necessary for the establishment and expansion of a
modern Islamic civilization.

Conclusion

In sum, the geopolitical position of Iran plays a
vital role in shaping and advancing the idea of a
renewed Islamic civilization. Owing to its strategic
location between the Middle East and Central
Asia, Iran acts as a connective bridge between
diverse Islamic and global regions, while its long
historical and cultural heritage positions it as a
major cultural intersection within the Islamic
world. Iran’s participation in Islamic political and
cultural institutions, its rich pre-Islamic and
Islamic cultural legacy-from art, literature, and
sciences to architecture-and its early adoption of
Islam have collectively enabled the country to
function as a scientific, cultural, and economic hub
in the region. Moreover, research findings-
including those of Torabi-highlight the
demographic factor, particularly skilled human
capital, as central to civilizational development,
while other scholars such as Ghasemi and Zeyn al-
Abedin emphasize unity among Islamic nations as
a foundational requirement for civilizational
building, aligning with works by Hosseini,
Thompson, and others who underscore the
geographical theory of civilization and the
interplay of identity, culture, and territorial
environment in enabling civilizational formation.
Taken together, these perspectives affirm that
Iran’s geopolitical sphere-building in the Eastern
Mediterranean reflects a realist pursuit of national
interests and demonstrates that Iranian-Islamic
civilizational domains are deeply anchored in
geography, identity, and sociocultural cohesion;
thus, the present study foregrounds the
geographical theory of civilization as a distinct
analytical lens for understanding Iran’s potential
contribution to a renewed Islamic civilization.
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