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ABSTRACT

The construction of satellite towns and affordable housing projects has been carried
out with the aim of absorbing the overflow population of the mother city and
accommodating low-income groups, thereby improving livability and quality of life.
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the livability and population-absorption
status of the Mehrgan satellite town, considering its location within the boundaries of
Mashhad. This research is applied-descriptive in nature, and data collection was
conducted through library, documentary, and field methods. The statistical
population consisted of residents of Mehrgan town, among whom 263 individuals
were randomly selected as the sample size. Data analysis was performed using SPSS
software, and hypotheses were tested through Chi-square, T-test, and exploratory
factor analysis. The findings indicate that, given the population and the origin of
residents (Mashhad city), Mehrgan satellite town has been successful in terms of
population absorption. According to the results of the T-test, the town achieved the
highest scores in social, environmental, and physical indicators, while institutional
and economic indicators received the lowest scores. Therefore, Mehrgan satellite
town is in a favorable condition in terms of livability. Exploratory factor analysis
further revealed that factors such as the quality of public services and infrastructure,
safety and security, environmental quality and transportation, physical-structural
development, social quality of life, satisfaction with urban services, and
environmental conditions have the greatest impact on urban livability.

Keywords: Population Absorption, Livability, Mehrgan Satellite Town, Mashhad
City, Mehr Housing Project.
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