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Article Info Abstract

This study employs a discourse-economic analysis to explore the roles of governmental,
media, and public discourses in shaping urban justice and equitable resource
distribution in Iran. Through critical discourse analysis, the findings reveal that media
discourse significantly raises public awareness and applies social pressure, thereby
reinforcing public discourse and amplifying civic demands. By spotlighting urban
inequalities and social challenges, the media exerts considerable influence on
policymakers to pursue more just urban policies. In parallel, public discourse—
manifested through civic participation and protests—motivates policymakers to
equitably distribute resources and address infrastructural shortcomings. While
governmental discourse functions as the principal agent of urban policy and resource
allocation, it is often constrained by macroeconomic priorities and financial limitations,
rendering it unable to fully meet public needs and, at times, worsening inequalities
between urban areas. This research underscores the necessity of fostering constructive
interaction and synergy among these three discursive fields to achieve urban justice. In
this regard, the study advocates for the innovative use of digital platforms to enhance
communication and civic engagement. Digital platforms can empower citizens to
directly express their needs and demands to officials, while enabling the media to more
accurately reflect public concerns. Moreover, these platforms offer marginalized
groups a vital space to voice their issues and participate meaningfully in urban policy
discourse. The findings highlight that synergy between media, public, and
governmental discourses can advance urban justice and promote fairer resource
distribution. As such, the study recommends strengthening these interactions through
digital platforms, which can facilitate inclusive dialogue and enhance alignment
between governmental action and societal needs.

€8 - £9 sabed
GZ0Z uwmny ‘Tz anss| ‘g awnjoA
SISBY | W04} pPa)oraIXe Sa|oIy

Keywords: Right to the city, media discourse, public discourse, governmental
discourse, urban justice.

Cite this article:
Gholami, S., Modiri, A., & Tayebi, A. (2025). Discourse-Economic Analysis of the Right to the City in Iran: Government, Media,
and Public Sector. Journal of Economic Geography Research, 63(83), 63-83.

& https://doi.org/10.30470/jeqr.2025.2045081.1244

2821-2266 © University of Zanjan.
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC/4.0/License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).



mailto:atmodiri@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30470/jegr.2025.2045081.1244
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Economic Geography Research, Vol 6, Issue 21, 20-36, Autumn 2025.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the concept of the "right
to the city" within the distinct socio-economic
landscape of Iran, employing a discourse-
economic framework to analyze how
governmental, media, and public discourses
shape urban justice and the equitable
distribution of resources. Originally articulated
by Henri Lefebvre in 1968, the "right to the
city" advocates for inclusive urban governance
that goes beyond mere access to services by
emphasizing active citizen participation in
urban planning and decision-making. This
notion is particularly pertinent in Iran, where
stark urban inequalities—such as inadequate
infrastructure, uneven access to public
services, and expanding divides between
affluent and marginalized neighborhoods—
highlight the urgent need to assess how various
discursive fields facilitate or obstruct the
realization of urban justice.

Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative
methodology, applying critical discourse
analysis (CDA) to investigate the roles played
by media, public, and governmental discourses
in shaping urban policies and resource
allocation. Drawing on Norman Fairclough’s
CDA model, the study explores how language
embedded in each discourse contributes to the
construction of social realities and power
dynamics. Three primary data sources inform
the analysis: (1) governmental texts including
policy statements, urban development plans,
and official reports; (2) media content such as
news articles, opinion columns, and
investigative journalism; and (3) public
expressions through social media posts,
petitions, and civic advocacy. The analysis
identifies  recurring themes, discursive
strategies, and structural patterns that reveal
each discourse’s priorities, assumptions, and
influence on urban governance.

Results and discussion

The findings demonstrate that each discourse
plays a distinct yet interconnected role in
shaping urban justice outcomes in Iran:

Media Discourse

Media discourse functions as a powerful
engine for public awareness and critique of
urban inequalities. Through reporting and
commentary, the media highlights issues such
as deficient infrastructure in low-income
neighborhoods, substandard housing, and
limited access to essential services. These
representations not only educate the public but
also intensify pressure on authorities to reform
urban policies. For instance, extensive media
coverage of the "Maskan Mehr" housing
project has simultaneously acknowledged its
affordability goals and criticized its
infrastructural deficiencies, inadequate
transportation links, and lack of services. This
scrutiny contributes to public demand for more
equitable and sustainable urban planning.
Thus, media discourse catalyzes civic
awareness and reinforces advocacy for spatial
and social justice.

Public Discourse

Public discourse emerges from grassroots
actions, including protests, community
mobilizations, and social media advocacy. It
reflects the lived experiences, grievances, and
aspirations of citizens most affected by urban
disparities. In Iran, public engagement has
often focused on demands for improved
transportation, enhanced  services, and
equitable resource distribution.
Demonstrations in cities such as Tehran and
Mashhad illustrate how collective voices can
exert direct influence on policy decisions.
Public discourse serves as a bottom-up
mechanism that channels community demands
into political processes, encouraging reforms
that respond to the realities of disadvantaged
populations.

Governmental Discourse
Governmental discourse is embedded in
official policies, development plans, and
budgetary decisions. As the primary actor
responsible for enacting urban policy, the
government holds the authority to shape spatial
outcomes. However, this discourse is often
guided by macroeconomic priorities, including
reliance on oil revenues and a focus on large-
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scale development projects. Such priorities can
inadvertently deprioritize localized urban
needs. Policies that favor economic growth in
already prosperous urban zones may deepen
spatial and social disparities by neglecting
peripheral or underserved neighborhoods.
Despite its strategic capacity, governmental
discourse is frequently constrained by limited
resources, institutional inertia, and competing
national interests.

Digital Platforms as a Facilitator

The study emphasizes the transformative
potential of digital platforms in bridging
communication gaps between the three
discursive domains. Social media, digital
forums, and participatory platforms offer
dynamic spaces where citizens can voice
concerns, propose ideas, and directly engage
with officials and the media. These platforms
also enable journalists and media organizations
to capture and amplify public sentiment more
accurately. For marginalized communities,
digital tools provide opportunities to assert
their presence and demand inclusion in urban
policymaking. As such, digital spaces serve as
facilitators of transparency, responsiveness,
and participatory governance. They encourage
collaborative discourse that aligns policy
decisions more closely with the real needs of
the urban populace.

Conclusion

This research concludes that media, public,
and governmental discourses each contribute
uniquely to the pursuit of urban justice in Iran.
Media discourse raises awareness and applies
pressure for reform; public discourse
articulates lived realities and civic demands;
and governmental discourse, while
authoritative, is limited by systemic
constraints. Crucially, the study finds that
synergistic interaction among these discourses
is essential for realizing equitable urban
outcomes. It recommends leveraging digital
platforms as a means to enhance inter-
discursive communication, promote
inclusivity, and ensure that policy
development is informed by a broad spectrum
of social voices. Ultimately, fostering digital-

mediated synergy can lead to more democratic,
transparent, and just urban governance.
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