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Article Info Abstract

Business is one of the most important elements of economic growth and
development in any country, acting as the driving force behind the economy and
playing a key role in various social and economic dimensions. The significance of
this issue and its connection to the fundamental pillars of spatial planning- human,
space, and activity- and their susceptibility to various social, economic, political,
managerial, and planning conditions have motivated this research. The goal is to
examine the factors influencing this structure and develop accessible scenarios to
achieve the best possible future for territorial business in Iran. The research findings
revealed that government intervention in economic affairs, the nature of the political
system, a centralized state economy, business globalization, and the quality of
executive agencies are the most influential factors on the current and future state of
territorial business in Iran. Additionally, the results indicated that managerial-
planning, economic, and political factors exert the most significant impact on the
current and future status of territorial business in Iran, while social and structural
factors are influenced by these conditions. Based on the scenario analysis, four
robust scenarios were extracted. Among these, the first scenario is considered ideal.
By implementing this scenario, territorial business would flourish through
coordination and integration among various political, managerial, and economic
factors, leading to the highest levels of economic, social, and managerial
development. Overall, this scenario would foster the highest level of economic
prosperity in the country.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Amidst the accelerating global

transformations, the focus on business and
entrepreneurship has garnered significant
attention from economists and policymakers
alike. Governments, by fostering positive
attitudes,  encourage  entrepreneurs  to
undertake productive actions aimed at
economic growth and development. Given the
undeniable impact of businesses on the
economic and social development of
societies, countries have implemented diverse
and long-term policies and planning
initiatives to harness the constructive potential
of Dbusinesses for achieving sustainable
growth. One crucial aspect of business, which
has received less attention, is its connection to
the spatial dimension. The spatial dimension
of  business involves examining the
geographical, regional, and environmental
influences on  business growth and
development. This dimension delves into the
impact of environmental factors such as
natural resources, infrastructure, local laws
and regulations, culture, society, and climate
change on businesses. The significance of this
issue and its inseparable link to the
fundamental pillars of spatial planning-
human, space, and activity- and their
susceptibility to wvarious social, economic,
political, managerial, and planning conditions
have motivated this research. The objective is
to investigate the factors influencing this
structure and to develop accessible scenarios
to attain the optimal future scenario for
territorial business in Iran.

Methodology

Futures studies were employed in this
research. Data was collected through both
library research and field surveys. Initially,
factors and variables influencing territorial
business were gathered and, using a
convenience sampling method, presented to
25 experts in business, regional and spatial
studies. The collected factors were shared
with them, and through their feedback and an
open-ended  questionnaire,  the  most
significant driving forces influencing the
future of territorial business in Iran were
identified and validated. In the second phase,

the validated variables were structured based
on futures studies questionnaire principles
(interaction matrix), and the developed
questionnaire was distributed to experts. The
driving forces were placed in a matrix with
rows representing influencing driving forces
and columns representing influenced driving
forces. They were then scored using the
MICMAC analysis valuation method and
analyzed based on frequency. Subsequently,
the development of driving forces and
influential ~ scenarios  was  undertaken.
Potential scenarios were designed for each of
the key research factors and presented to
relevant experts. Using scenario analysis
principles, experts examined the direct and
indirect interactions of each of these factors
and ultimately extracted the most desirable
and probable scenarios for the future of
territorial business in the country.

Results and discussion

In this research, 72 factors influencing the
future of the country's territorial business
were collected, compiled, evaluated, and
scored through multiple Delphi sessions. The
results indicated that the future of territorial
business in the country is highly dependent on
managerial conditions, the type of planning,
and the prevailing policies and laws. This
highlights the significant role of weaknesses
in  macroeconomic management, top-down
planning, a polarized and centralized
approach, and deficiencies in laws,
regulations, a state-controlled economy, and
monopolies in shaping territorial business.
Despite several decades, management and
planning continue to be governed by
repetitive,  traditional, and  regressive
centralized approaches. Political power,
existing lobbies, and the resulting self-interest
have hindered the integration of business and
its balanced distribution based on territorial
capacities, competitive potential, and an
inclusive perspective. In this regard, the
research results showed that government
intervention in economic affairs, the nature of
the political system, a centralized state
economy, business globalization, the quality
of executive agencies, government support
and incentives, inflation rate, macroeconomic
stability, the monopoly of political power, and
laws and regulations, as key factors
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influencing territorial business, play a
significant role in shaping the current and
future state of territorial business in the
country. Furthermore, the results showed that
there are four strong and probable scenarios
for the future of Iran's territorial business,
collectively ~ comprising 40  potential
situations. Based on the results, static and
intermediate  situations  outweigh  other
situations; with 17 situations, or 42.5%, being
intermediate. Therefore, a less than ideal
situation currently prevails over territorial
business in Iran. Among the four strong and
probable scenarios, the first scenario has the
most favorable conditions and is considered
the best and most compatible scenario for the
future of territorial business in the country.
All its outcomes are desirable. Planning to
implement this scenario can play a significant
role in improving territorial business in the
country and promoting its prosperity.
Scenarios No. 2 and 3 also have intermediate
conditions and are on the verge of crisis. This
situation can worsen if not addressed and
planned for, exacerbating the current less than
ideal situation and leading to a crisis.

Conclusion

The research findings revealed that
territorial  business in the country is
characterized by an unstable system. This
indicates that to improve the current state of
business in the country, fundamental changes
and structural planning are necessary to depart
from the prevailing economic perspective and
enhance planning through a comprehensive
and specialized approach, utilizing all
government and private sector capacities and
granting greater autonomy to the economic
sector and its sub-sectors. To this end, spatial
planning with a comprehensive and territorial
perspective, aligned with the diverse
capacities of the country, is required. This is
because spatial planning and its proper
implementation can play a crucial role in
other economic and social dimensions,
facilitating residential patterns and
decentralizing population and activities (two
critical issues that have remained major
concerns for planners and policymakers for
four decades) from specific regions, fostering
territorial business prosperity, and ensuring

that all regions of the country benefit from its
advantages.
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