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ABSTRACT

With the increasing challenge of environmental problems in rural areas with a variety of natural ecosystems,
the local nature of environmental degradation is also worth considering. The purpose of this research is to
investigate the effects of external and natural factors of environmental degradation on the environmental
behaviors of villagers in the rural areas of Talesh, Rezvanshahr, and Masal counties, which was conducted
using a qualitative method. The study population includes 45 villagers and experts who were selected by
purposive sampling method and maximal variation. The data obtained from semi-structured interviews were
analyzed based on directed deductive qualitative content analysis. The credibility of the findings of this
research was obtained by methods of selective credibility and credibility evaluation by communication
method. Based on the concept of “the existence of objective problems of environmental degradation” as a
modified concept extracted from Inglehart's theory of material/post-material values, 5 major categories, 7
subcategories, and 8 codes were extracted. According to the findings, excessive harvesting of natural
resources, accumulation of garbage and waste in forests and seashores, smuggling of natural resources, and
seizure and change of use of natural lands were identified as the most important objective issues of
environmental degradation. The results indicate that the existence of objective issues of environmental
degradation has had an adverse effect on the environmental behaviors of villagers and that environmentally
destructive behaviors have become widespread in rural areas. The theoretical proposition resulting from the
sum of findings is compiled as follows: “In rural areas, organized exploitation with a predominant commercial
perspective is a representation of unsustainable management of natural resources. Meanwhile, the problem of
waste disposal sites, smuggling of forest trees, livelihood exploitation of available natural resources by
villagers due to the recognition of ownership rights, and natural crises in various forms and at broad and
limited but pervasive levels, expand opportunities for double environmental destruction.” Responsible
organizations pay serious attention to the problematic of environmental degradation and eliminate its causes.
policy making for the exploitation of natural resources should be reviewed in line with the sustainable
conservation of nature. This requires comprehensive studies.

© the Author(s). Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

1. Introduction

Environmental degradation is a global phenomenon. The excessive use and degradation of natural resources is a
serious threat to humans and the environment around them. In a way, the current world is living in "the era of
ecocrisis”. Given that environmental degradation is global, regional and local in nature, what is important is the
impact of each on each other at the global and local levels. Because the consequences of degradation cross the
boundaries of natural geography, a clear example of which is evident in climate change. Meanwhile, the local nature
of environmental degradation is particularly noticeable in rural areas with a variety of natural ecosystems. Rural areas
of Guilan province are subject to numerous environmental problems, including the erosion of natural resources and
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reserves, pollution and degradation of natural habitats, and the problem of a large amount of garbage and waste. This
research purpose to investigate the impact of objective environmental degradation issues on the environmental
behaviors of villagers in the rural areas studied, seeking to answer the following questions:

a) What are the most important objective issues of environmental degradation? b) What are the causes of
environmental degradation in rural areas? ¢) What are the effects of environmental degradation on environmental
behaviors? d) Do villagers have protective behaviors after facing objective environmental degradation?

2. Materials and Methods

The approach of this research is qualitative and based on Directed Deductive Qualitative Content Analysis based on
the conceptual framework of the existence of Objective Problems of environmental degradation. The study
population of this research consists of villagers and experts in the departments of Natural Resources and Watershed
Management, the Environmental Protection Organization, the Agricultural Jahad Management, the Governorship and
District Administration in the rural areas of the three counties of Talesh, Rezvanshahr and Masal in Gilan Province,
of which 45 people were selected by purposive_sampling of the type of Maximal Variation. The sampling criterion
was theoretical saturation. Semi-structured interviews was the data collection tool. Data analysis was done by coding,
categorization and finding regular relationships between categories and concepts. The credibility of the research was
obtained by two methods of selective credibility and credibility evaluation by communication method.

3. Results and Discussion

Based on the findings of this research, excessive harvesting of natural resources, accumulation of garbage and waste
in forests and seashores, smuggling of natural resources, and occupation and change of use of natural lands were
identified as the most important objective issues of environmental degradation in the villages studied. "legally
organized exploitation", "waste disposal sites", "natural resource smuggling”, "livelihood exploitation" and "natural
crises” are different forms of nature degradation in these rural areas. According to Inglehart's theory, the existence of
objective problems of environmental degradation in a society causes environmental concerns among the people of
that society. Because people in developing societies, on the one hand, directly observe and experience such problems,
and on the other hand, they have a materialistic view of the environment and will take environmental issues seriously
for the long-term exploitation of natural resources. Therefore, this causes the emergence of environmentalism in
society and people will participate in environmental protection activities. However, this study showed that the effects
of the existence of objective problems of environmental degradation in rural areas on the environmental behaviors of
villagers have not been protective but destructive. On the one hand, the extraction of natural resources by government
organizations, supported by legal permits, occurs on a large scale. On the other hand, people also believe in the right
to proprietary exploitation, and their direct exploitation is supported by easy access to natural resources and utilitarian
beliefs. The objective problems of environmental degradation, on a large scale, are a reflection of the
commercialization of nature and ultimately denaturation. Therefore, contrary to Inglehart's opinion, the existence of
these problems has become an incentive for exploitation at the individual and micro level, and economic and
subsistence exploitation of natural resources is a common and dominant competitive issue.

4. Conclusion

In general, the results of this study indicate that a set of factors determine and exacerbate the degradation of the rural
environment. Although in rural areas, the objective issues and problems of environmental degradation in various
forms are widespread, among the villagers, not the obligation to protect the environment but the competition for
greater exploitation has been aroused. Therefore, in a general conclusion, it must be acknowledged that the existence
of objective issues of environmental degradation has had an adverse effect on the environmental behaviors of
villagers. As a result, the theoretical proposition resulting from the totality of these findings is compiled as follows:
“In rural areas, organized exploitation with a predominant commercial perspective is a representation of
unsustainable management of natural resources. Meanwhile, the problem of waste disposal sites, smuggling of forest
trees, livelihood exploitation of available natural resources by villagers due to the recognition of ownership rights,
and natural crises in various forms and at broad and limited but pervasive levels, expand opportunities for double
environmental destruction.”

Keywords: Environmental degradation, Double degradation, Qualitative content analysis, Villages of the west of
Gilan.
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