Journal of Defense Economics & Sustainable Development, Vol. 11, No. 39, May 2026, pp. 59-81

Defense Economics & Sustainable Development

Journal homepage: https://eghtesad.sndu.ac.ir/

The study of factors affecting the development of marine
tourism in line with the development of the Sea-based Economy
Mehdi Hesam?*

1. Associate Professor. Department of Geography and Urban Planing, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran. Corresponding Author. Email:Mhesam@guilan.ac.ir

Avrticle Info Abstract

Article type: Today, the Sea-based economy and its related sectors such as marine
Research Article tourism have attracted the attention of myriad countries in the world. Iran,
as a maritime country with its special geographical situation, should move

Article history: towards the Sea-based economy, and by using the potential of maritime
ii‘éz"gg{ é‘s‘zgg'_éggg resources, increase the share of the Sea-based economy in its economic
prec: development as well. One of the sectors of the Sea-based economy that has

not developed so much in the country is the marine tourism. Considering

Keywords: the importance of the subject, the present study was conducted with the aim
Sea-based Economy, of investigating the factors affecting the development of marine tourism in
Sea Tourism, line with the development of the Sea-based economy. This study is practical

Development in terms of objective, quantitative in terms of collecting documentary and

field information, and descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature. The
statistical population in this study consists of 23 experts who were selected
using the snowball method. The data collection tool for this study was a
researcher-made questionnaire having 6 indicators and 49 items. The
collected data were analyzed by using t-tests and Pearson's correlation.

The results of the study show that the factors of marine tourism
infrastructure, marine tourism economy, social factors of marine tourism,
environmental factors of marine tourism, marine tourist attractions, and
legal factors of marine tourism have the greatest impact on the development
of marine tourism in Iran, respectively. Furthermore, the high correlation of
the indicators with the development of marine tourism requires greater
attention to improving these indicators, especially the marine tourism
infrastructure index and marine tourism economy.
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