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Background and Aims: The role of shareholders in bringing
derivative actions on behalf of joint-stock companies
constitutes one of the fundamental issues of corporate law, as
this mechanism serves as an instrument to ensure corporate
governance and prevent managerial abuse. In comparative law,
particularly in Iran and France, shareholders may, under
specific circumstances, initiate legal proceedings on behalf of
the company in order to obtain compensation for damages
suffered by the company.

Materials and Methods: This research is theoretical in nature
and adopts a descriptive-analytical approach.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout the preparation of this
study, authenticity of sources, honesty, and academic integrity
were fully observed.

Findings: In Iran, the 1967 Amendment to the Commercial
Code provides the primary legal framework for this institution;
however, limitations such as minimum shareholding
requirements and scattered judicial precedents reduce its
effectiveness. In contrast, French law, by recognizing the
“action sociale ut singuli,” offers a more flexible mechanism
with greater protection for minority shareholders, while French
judicial practice has played a decisive role in the development
and interpretation of this institution.

Conclusion: A comparative analysis reveals that while both
legal systems align in recognizing shareholders’ rights to bring
such actions, significant differences exist in the conditions for
initiating lawsuits, enforcement mechanisms, and practical
efficiency.
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