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Background and Aims: This research conducts a comparative study
of the labor relations regulatory system in Afghanistan and Iran,
focusing on the principles of "decent work™ from the perspective of
the International Labor Organization.

Methods: This research is theoretical and has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method.

Ethical Considerations: In the present study, the principles of
trustworthiness, honesty, impartiality, and originality of the work
have been observed.

Results: Both countries have relatively comprehensive legal
frameworks in the field of labor relations; in Afghanistan, the Labor
Law of 1387 and its supplementary regulations are the main basis for
regulating labor relations. Despite legal provisions on employment
contracts, working hours, safety, leave, and the prohibition of child
labor, severe weaknesses in the monitoring system, a shortage of
labor inspectors, administrative concentration in Kabul, and the
exclusion of some women from the labor market have hindered the
realization of decent work principles. High unemployment rates, the
spread of informal employment, and the lack of effective labor
organizations are among the most important obstacles to the
effectiveness of this system. In Iran, the regulatory system is based on
the Constitution and the “Labor Law of 1369” and has a broader
institutional structure. The Ministry of Cooperation, Labor, and Social
Welfare, the Dispute Resolution and Resolution Boards, the Islamic
Labor Councils, and the Labor Inspection Organization are among the
main institutions of this system.

Conclusion: Afghanistan faces institutional and administrative
weaknesses, while Iran faces structural challenges and centralization.
Both systems are far from fully realizing the components of decent
work — including productive employment, social protection, effective
social dialogue, and equal opportunities. Therefore, reforming
supervisory structures, strengthening labor organizations, accession to
the fundamental ILO Conventions, and enhancing administrative
transparency are essential requirements for achieving effective and
fair regulation of labor relations in both countries.
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