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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Water is the origin of life on Earth and has no substitute. The World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg identified water problems and challenges as
one of the cross-border challenges in the world. In West Asia, Turkiye, located upstream
of the Aras River in relation to Iran, has undertaken dam construction on this basin as
part of the DAP project. Considering climate change and water issues in Iran, especially
in cities located in the Aras basin in the north and northwest of the country, changes in
the river’s discharge by Turkiye affect Iran and exacerbate water problems. In fact,
Turkiye is implementing this project for its own development without regard to the water
rights of downstream countries, the consequences for these countries, and international
human and environmental rights, which emphasize that “shared international rivers
should be exploited based on fairness and reasonable human principles.” This project is
a kind of water terrorism against Iran, which faces water problems and has a lower
average annual rainfall than Turkiye. Therefore, considering the above, the present study
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seeks to answer the question of how the implementation of the DAP project affects the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the political and environmental sectors.

Methodology

The present study, with a descriptive-analytical nature, seeks to identify and analyze the
political and environmental effects of the GAP and DAP projects, and the method of
data analysis in this study is mixed. In addition to using a qualitative method, which is
mainly based on library and internet sources, quantitative methods, which are mostly
based on data from questionnaires, will also be used in this study. The people who were
used to fill out the questionnaire consisted of professors and graduates of political
geography, political science, international relations, hydrology, and geopolitics and are
among the experts and analysts of political geography, political science, international
relations, hydrology, and geopolitics. The statistical population consists of 20 people
and has been selected by the targeted snowball method. SPSS will also be used to
analyze quantitative data.

Findings

The DAP project, which focuses on the Eastern Anatolia region of Turkiye and is
designed on the Aras basin, aims to control water resources and produce hydroelectric
power for agricultural development and the creation of new industries to create
employment and economic prosperity in the region, considering that most of its sources
originate from within Turkiye. Turkiye’s water policies have a specific strategy that,
instead of having a comprehensive and balanced approach, seeks to increase dam
construction and maximize the use of water resources as a tool to achieve power. With
the control that Turkiye gains over water resources, it becomes a government that creates
and resolves water tensions in the region, which makes downstream countries, including
Iran, politically dependent on Turkiye. Also, considering the problems of supplying
drinking water and water needed for cultivation and industry in the cities located in the
Aras basin, the implementation of this project will exacerbate these problems. This
strategy ignores water diplomacy, respect for the rights of downstream countries, and
sustainable use of resources. The implementation and expansion of this dam
construction project by Turkiye, considering the trend of climate change in the field of
increasing droughts and the increasing shortage of fresh water in the world, especially
in the Middle East, and the consequences of the implementation of this project, which
reduces water resources in Iran in the Aras basin, will intensify tensions in the provinces
dependent on this basin in Iran.
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Conclusion

In implementing this project, Turkiye has acted to develop its political and economic
goals without regard to its consequences on Iran. The completion of this project will
create hydro-hegemony for Turkiye and political isolation for Iran against Turkiye due
to its dependence on the water resources of the Aras. This will increase Turkiye’s power
in the face of tensions formed with Iran because with the completion of this project,
Turkiye will have the ability to create and resolve tensions with Iran and increase
Turkiye’s hydro-hegemony in the region. Also, in the environmental effects section of
the DAP project, the completion of this project, by reducing the flow of the Aras River
and considering the dependence of the cultivation and industry of the Moghan plain on
the water resources of the Aras basin, will damage and exacerbate water scarcity
problems in this section, which will change the cultivation pattern in the Moghan plain.
Also, by reducing the flow and quality of Aras water, the drinking water needs of the
northwest cities of Iran will be disrupted and vulnerable. This will double the problems
of supplying drinking water in these cities with increased use of groundwater resources
and climate change. Finally, considering the pollutants that enter this basin through
urban and industrial wastewater, as well as agricultural toxins, and cause water
pollution, the reduction of water flow through the DAP project of Turkiye will cause the
concentration of these pollutants in the Aras River to increase and increase its pollution
problems for Iran.

Keywords: DAP, Turkiye, Iran, Political Effects, Environmental Effects, Iran.
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