Political Spatial Planning
1(4): 112-143, Fall 2025

DOI: 10.48311/psp.2025.114328.0

Strategies for Promoting Cultural and Social Identity in
Neighborhoods of Iranian Islamic Cities Approaching Family

Asghar Molaei*

Associate Professor of Urban Planning, Architecture and urban Design Faculty, Tabriz Islamic
Art University, Tabriz, Iran

Received: 2025-04-18 Accepted: 2025-10-22

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The family is a fundamental pillar of social life in Islamic culture and teachings, a
principle that is reflected in Iranian Islamic cities and urban neighborhoods. In the past,
the family held a strong position across various social dimensions and lifestyles;
however, developments in the contemporary era—particularly within industrial,
economic, cultural, and social systems—have brought about profound changes in the
physical, cultural, and social structures of cities and neighborhoods. These changes have
weakened relationships among citizens and led to the emergence of an identity crisis.
The absence of neighborhood centers, the spread of apartment complexes and high-rise
buildings, along with the growth of consumerism and individualism, have contributed
to the decline of family-based neighborhood identity, with residential towns replacing
traditional neighborhoods. This situation highlights the urgent need to recognize and re-
evaluate neighborhood identity. Neighborhood identity is influenced by a range of
social, cultural, functional, and physical-spatial factors, and both the neighborhood
structure and the neighborhood center play a significant role in shaping this identity.

Methodology
The aim of the present study is to identify the components and indicators of the Iranian
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Islamic neighborhood from the perspectives of citizenship rights, Islamic rulings, and
ethics. In other words, this article seeks to clarify the components, characteristics, and
indicators of family-based neighborhood identity in an Islamic city, based on which
relevant strategies, as well as their manifestations and examples, are described and
analyzed. The main research questions addressed in this study are: What are the
foundations of family-based neighborhood identity from the perspectives of citizenship
rights and Islamic rulings and ethics? What policies can facilitate the realization of
citizenship rights and Islamic rulings and ethics in the planning and design of Iranian
Islamic neighborhoods? The present research adopts a qualitative approach and is
conducted using an analytical research method, logical reasoning, and documentary and
library-based study methods.

Findings

From the perspective of Islamic rules and ethics, in addition to possessing spiritual
meaning and human values, the Islamic city is a setting for the manifestation of divine
commands and jurisprudential principles. For Muslims, urban life should not involve
undue hardship or difficulty in any dimension. Accordingly, based on the jurisprudential
principle of la haraj (the avoidance of hardship), urban challenges and difficulties must
be carefully considered in the processes of planning, design, and management. In
Islamic urban planning, the neighborhood and city centers are traditionally defined by
neighborhood and city mosques, around which complementary cultural, educational,
and service functions are provided. This center not only fulfills the need for worship and
cultural activities but also establishes the identity of the Islamic neighborhood and city,
an identity that is more significant than that created by other types of cultural and social
spaces. However, in many cities, towns, and residential areas, such centers and mosques
are absent, or commercial spaces have come to define the neighborhood center.
Neglecting neighborhood and city mosques contributes to the spread of non-indigenous
lifestyles and leads to the weakening of Islamic identity.

Conclusion

The purpose of this article is to clarify the concept of family-based neighborhood
identity from the perspective of cultural and social factors. This objective is pursued
through a qualitative and interdisciplinary approach, employing text content analysis
and logical reasoning as the main research methods. Accordingly, after presenting the
necessity of the topic in the theoretical foundations section, the study seeks to explain
the concepts of identity and neighborhood, examine cultural and social factors, clarify
their impact and role in the formation and consolidation of identity, and subsequently
propose practical solutions to achieve the objectives of the article. Attention to the

113



Strategies for Promoting Cultural ... 0 Asghar Molaei

family and its requirements and needs in the planning and design of urban
neighborhoods, from the perspective of the Iranian—Islamic model, can contribute to the
realization of an Iranian—Islamic, family-oriented neighborhood grounded in its cultural
and religious foundations. Neighborhood-based urban planning and design necessitate
the creation of a neighborhood center capable of addressing the essential, social, and
optional needs of families. This is particularly important for all families and across
different age and gender groups, especially women, children, and the elderly. The
development of multifunctional cultural and recreational neighborhood centers, the
provision of local retail outlets, a neighborhood mosque, a neighborhood hall, and a
neighborhood park or multipurpose garden, along with safe, secure, and clean alleys and
walkways, are among the key requirements of neighborhood-based planning.

Keywords: Iranian—Islamic City, Islamic Rules and Ethics, Cultural and Social Identity,
Family, Iranian—Islamic Neighborhood
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