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Extended abstract

Introduction

Stable security is a fundamental pillar of sustainable development, making it a continuous
priority for governments worldwide. In Iran, the expansive desert regions—particularly
those in Yazd Province—are of strategic significance due to their distinct geographical
and environmental characteristics. Spanning a considerable portion of the country’s
central and eastern areas, these arid zones pose both opportunities and challenges for
national security and economic growth.

Despite Yazd’s relative stability and developmental progress, its desert regions face
complex security challenges. On one hand, these areas contribute significantly to both
the local and national economy through sectors such as mining, industry, and
ecotourism, drawing visitors with their unique natural landscapes. On the other hand,
environmental degradation—manifested in water scarcity, soil salinity, desertification,
and drought—has exacerbated socioeconomic vulnerabilities, leading to poverty,
unemployment, and rural migration. These factors create a fertile ground for instability,
undermining community resilience and increasing susceptibility to illicit activities.

Security risks in Yazd’s desert regions are further exacerbated by both external and
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internal threats. The area's vast, sparsely populated expanses and harsh terrain provide
opportunities for cross-border smuggling, insurgent movements, and espionage
activities. Furthermore, the absence of adequate infrastructure—such as surveillance
systems and rapid-response networks—impedes effective law enforcement, allowing
criminal networks to exploit the region's remoteness. To address these challenges, this
study identifies and analyzes five key dimensions influencing security in Yazd’s desert
regions: Geographical Factors, Military-Security Factors, Economic Factors, Socio-
Cultural Factors, and Political Factors.

Research Method

This descriptive-analytical and applied study investigates the factors influencing
sustainable security in the deserts of Yazd Province. Data were collected through a
combination of library research and a researcher-designed 38-item questionnaire
covering five security dimensions. The validity of the instrument was confirmed by 10
experts, while reliability was assessed using Cronbach's alpha.

The study's statistical population included 65 security officials from Yazd, Isfahan,
and Kerman provinces, selected via stratified sampling. Data analysis was conducted
using SPSS software, employing parametric tests after confirming normal distribution
through the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test.

The findings provide valuable insights that can assist relevant authorities in
strengthening desert security.

Research findings

The evaluation of factors influencing the sustainable security of the deserts in Yazd

Province identified five key dimensions—geographical, political, socio-cultural,

economic, and military-security—comprising a total of 38 indicators. The average

scores for all these factors exceeded the baseline threshold of 3, indicating their
significant role in ensuring long-term security in the region.

o Geographical factors scored an average of 4.08, with a range from 2.87 to 5,
yielding a final score of 81.6 out of 100.

 Political factors had an average score of 3.98, ranging from 2.33 to 5, resulting in a
final score of 79.6 out of 100, indicating a relatively weaker influence compared to
other factors.

o Socio-cultural factors recorded an average of 4.20, with a range from 3.125 to 5,
achieving a final score of 84 out of 100, highlighting their substantial impact on
sustainable desert security.

o Economic factors emerged with the highest average of 4.28, ranging from 2.875 to
5, and a final score of 85.6 out of 100, underscoring their critical role in ensuring
security.
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e Military-security factors closely followed, with an average score of 4.27, a range
from 2.375 to 5, and a final score of 85.4 out of 100, showing nearly equal influence
to economic factors, marking them as one of the most impactful dimensions overall.

These findings suggest that while all examined factors contribute meaningfully,
economic and military-security factors play the most pivotal roles in ensuring the
sustainable security of Yazd Province's desert regions.

Conclusion

This study examined the factors influencing sustainable security in the desert areas of
Yazd Province and identified five key dimensions. The findings indicate that military-
security factors, including the presence of foreign nationals, drug trafficking, and the
activities of deviant sects, have the greatest impact on security threats in the region.
Economic factors, such as industrial development, mining activities, and transportation
infrastructure, rank second, presenting both opportunities and challenges for sustainable
security. Cultural-social factors, including migration, marginalization, and demographic
shifts, also significantly affect the stability of the region's security environment. Political
factors, such as social convergence and divergence, local resource disputes, and political
participation, were identified as influential variables that shape the security context.
Lastly, geographical factors, such as water resource shortages, climate change, and
environmental degradation, further exacerbate the natural security challenges faced by
the region.
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