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A Deconstructive Approach to the Question of Muslim
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Abstract

The status and rights of women in Islamic societies represent one of the central
challenges of the contemporary era, rooted in tensions between traditional
interpretations of Sharia and the demands for modern gender equality. This study
adopts a historical sociology approach to examine the foundations of Mohammed
Arkoun’s deconstructive engagement with the issue of the Muslim woman. The
central research question asks how Arkoun’s deconstruction, through a critique of
dogmatic rationality and patriarchal structures that have been historically
constructed within Islamic thought and practice, enables a critical rereading of
religious texts and traditions in relation to gender.

By distinguishing between the Qur’anic domain, which emphasizes human
equality, and the historical-social realities shaped by pre-Islamic cultural structures,
traditional authority, and religious dogmatism, Arkoun conceptualizes gender
inequality as a historical-social crisis. The study employs a qualitative methodology
based on directed content analysis of Arkoun’s major works addressing women and
gender. Inspired by grounded theory, the analysis follows a three-stage coding
process: open, axial, and selective coding.

The findings indicate that Arkounian deconstruction is based on a critique of the
historicity of interpretation, the differentiation of epistemological domains
(including text, history, and power), and a rethinking of women’s active agency. This
perspective redefines Islam as a tradition with a latent potential for gender justice.
While maintaining a critical affinity with Islamic feminism, the study offers a
methodological framework for interdisciplinary dialogue within the historical
sociology of religion.

Keywords: Mohammed Arkoun; Muslim woman; deconstruction; Islamic
feminism; gender.
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