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Abstract

The discourse-semiotic approach aims to establish connections between semantic
layers and distinguishing units within linguistic, social, and discourse contexts,
enabling meaning-making through cognitive tools of text and discourse analysis. This

how meaning is produced, comprehended, and perceived within the discursive systems
of Emily Bronté’s Wuthering Heights. Discursive systems are categorized into those
based on speech acts and physical actions, which generate cognitive discourse
systems, and those based on affective actions, which form emotional discourse
systems. The study examines the representation of speech acts, physical actions, and
affective actions, and their feedback among participants within the novel’s textual and
situational contexts. Following Greimas’s semiotic-cognitive approach, discourse
analysis in the novel highlights how speech and physical actions provide the
foundation for motivating affective responses in the audience. The characters
Heathcliff and Catherine serve as central figures, illustrating layers of textual and
intertextual meaning, where affective actions of love intersect with behaviors and
speech acts of revenge. Heathcliff, through initial affective engagement, acquires the
psychological, physical, and financial resources necessary to execute his actions. The
primary aim of this study is to analyze the formation of speech, action, and affective
discourse systems from a discourse-semiotic perspective, thereby clarifying cognitive
and emotional discourse theories and identifying the dominant discourse within the
novel’s textual and situational contexts.

Keywords: Semiotics of discourse; cognitive discourse; affective discourse;
Greimasian model; Wuthering Heights.
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1. Introduction

This study aims to explore the mechanisms of meaning production in
Wuthering Heights by analyzing discourse structures across cognitive
(action) and affective (sensory) layers. Utilizing the discursive socio-
semiotic approach, the research investigates how speech acts, behavioral
actions, and emotional processes interact to construct multilayered meanings
within the narrative. The significance of the study lies in demonstrating how
competing discourse systems—Iove versus revenge, cognition versus
emotion—shape the underlying semiotic dynamics of the novel.

Research Question(s)

1. How do speech-action, movement-action (behavior), and sense-action
contribute to the production of meaning in Wuthering Heights?

2. Which discourse system (cognitive or affective) dominates the
narrative structure, and how does it shape meaning transformation?

2. Literature Review

Previous scholarship in discourse semiotics, particularly the works of
Greimas, Fontanille, and Shairi, has emphasized the role of actantial
configurations, tensive structures, and affective states in narrative analysis.
While numerous studies on Wuthering Heights address themes such as love,
revenge, and social hierarchy, few have applied a semiotic framework to
examine the interaction between cognitive and affective discourse systems.
This study contributes to the literature by employing an integrated model of
Speech-Action, Movement-Action, and Sense-Action, thereby filling an
existing research gap.

3. Methodology

A qualitative discourse analytic method was employed, grounded in
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Greimas's actantial model and the proposed triadic framework of discourse
actions. A representative chapter of the novel was selected for layered
analysis. Instances of speech, behavioral movement, and affective states
were coded into discursive categories and examined for their contributions to
meaning formation across cognitive and affective domains.

4, Results

The analysis identified two major discourse systems operating throughout
the narrative. First, the cognitive discourse system—comprising purposeful
actions, decisions, and modal competencies—dominates the structural
progression of the novel. Second, the affective discourse system—
comprising emotional states such as love, nostalgia, and grief—
intermittently disrupts cognitive flow, generating tension and meaning shifts.
Despite the significance of affective intensities, the dominance of action-
driven discourse confirms the study’s hypothesis that Wuthering Heights is
primarily governed by cognitive semiotic structures.
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