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Abstract

Syria was twice accused, in 2013 and 2017, of using chemical weapons
against armed rebel groups. Following the 2013 allegation, the United
States, France, and the United Kingdom threatened Syria with the use of
force. In 2017, the United States put the threat of using force into action
by firing missiles at the Al-Shayrat airbase in Syria. The Islamic Re-
public of Iran also carried out attacks in 2022 against Kurdish separatist
groups in the Kurdistan Region of Irag. The main question of the present
article is: what similarities and differences exist, both in terms of the
justification or justificatory bases for these attacks and in terms of the
international community's feedback to these two matters? The Western
coalition each justified the Syrian incident from their own perspective.
Humanitarian intervention, the Responsibility to Protect (R2P), and col-
lective self-defense are the reasons cited by officials of these three coun-
tries to justify their actions under international law rules. The Islamic
Republic of Iran also carried out the missile attack on the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq, citing the right to self-defense. An analysis of these two
incidents and the reactions to them reveals a biased and double-standard
approach by Western countries towards the norms of international law.
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A second way in which Spain has put the objection of lack of its consent is to
maintain that the dispute is a territorial one and that the consent of a State to
adjudication of a dispute concerning the attribution of territorial sovereignty
is always necessary. The questions in the request do not however relate to a
territorial dispute, in the proper sense of the term, between the interested States.
They do not put Spain’s present position as the administering Power of the
territory in issue before the Court: resolution 3292 (XX1X) itself recognizes
the current legal status of Spain as administering Power. Nor is in issue before
the Court the validity of the titles which led to Spain’s becoming the administering
Power of the territory, and this was recognized in the oral proceedings. The
Court finds that the request for an opinion does not call for adjudication upon
existing territorial rights or sovereignty over territory. Nor does the Court’s
Order of 22 May 1975 convey any implication that the present case relates to
a claim of a territorial nature.

14565185 VAN (ol YOA GIST)L ypenie
The questions as to which the Nicaraguan Government is said to have entered
into a commitment are questions of domestic policy. The Court would not
therefore normally consider it appropriate to engage in a verification of the
truth of assertions of this kind, even assuming that it was in a position to do
s0. A state’s domestic policy falls within its exclusive jurisdiction, provided of

course that it does not violate any obligation of international law. Every State
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possesses a fundamental right to choose and implement its own political,
economic and social systems. Consequently, there would normally be no need
to make any enquiries, in a matter outside the Court’s jurisdiction, to ascertain
in what sense and along what lines Nicaragua has actually exercised its right.
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