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Abstract

Ethical doctrines are among the most fundamental pillars of any religious
tradition. Scholars adopt various approaches in interpreting these doctrines.
One such approach concerns the influence of historical consciousness on
the interpretation of religious ethics. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method, this article examines the views of Joseph Ratzinger, representing
a traditionalist approach, and Charles Curran, representing an approach
emphasizing the necessity of rethinking and adapting doctrines to historical
contexts. This study demonstrates that combining historical consciousness
with adherence to constant principles can provide a balanced framework
for reinterpreting religious ethics. Within the Islamic tradition, concepts
such as ijtihad (independent legal reasoning) and maqasid al-shari ah (the
higher objectives of Islamic law) serve as mechanisms for preserving
ethical dynamism and stability, providing a suitable basis for redefining
rulings and teachings according to contemporaneous conditions.
Furthermore, recourse to the practical conduct (sirah) of the Prophet and
his Household contributes to a deeper and more practical understanding
of ethical doctrines. Examples such as the evolving stance on slavery,
the importance of environmental conservation, and a merciful approach
toward enemies during war illustrate the significant role of historical
consciousness in expanding and deepening Islamic ethics. Accordingly,
an approach that integrates dynamism and stability can not only address
modern needs but also strengthen religious identity and promote inter-
traditional dialogue.
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Ratzinger, Curran, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah
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