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Factors Influencing the Competencies of
Coaches for Children with Intellectual
Disabilities: an Interpretative Structural
Modeling Study
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Abstract:

The present study aimed to identify and rank the factors influencing the competencies of
educators working with individuals with intellectual disabilities, using a structural interpretive
approach. This descriptive-survey research was conducted in two phases: the first phase focused
on identifying relevant factors related to the competencies of educators, while the second phase
involved ranking these factors. In the identification phase, the research community included
scholarly resources such as books and academic articles. For the ranking phase, the statistical
population comprised experts in the field of intellectual disabilities, with a total of 19
individuals, from which 10 were selected as the statistical sample using purposeful
sampling.Data collection tools included content analysis worksheets aligned with the research
objectives and categorization of identified factors. For the ranking and to determine the causal
relationships among the extracted factors, a researcher-designed questionnaire was utilized,
which was developed based on a structural interpretive model and validated for reliability by
experts. Data analysis involved structural modeling to illustrate the factors affecting the
competencies of educators for individuals with intellectual disabilities. The findings indicated
that technology emerged as the most dependent factor, positioned at the first level. The second
level included educational creativity, collaboration and teamwork, and perceptual-motor skills.
The third level comprised problem-solving skills, self-awareness, and anger management.
Confidence, self-care skills, and social skills were ranked at the fourth level, while self-esteem
was placed at the fifth level.

Keywords: Competencies of Coaches, Children with Intellectual Disabilities, Interpretative
Structural Modeling.
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