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Obijective: Ecotourism is one of the new approaches in tourism development. One of the most tangible
concrete effects of this approach is the ecolodges, which lead to many positive effects, including
€conomic ones.

Method : The present study has analyzed the role of ecolodges in rural household economy in Eastern
Alamut region in a descriptive-analytical way. The statistical population of this research was four
groups of experts of accommodation owners, local officials and local people, respectively, 22 people
from experts, 23 people from owners of ecolodges, 11 people from officials and 384 people from local
people in 14 tourist villages of Eastern Alamut region. were selected as samples. The data collected in
SPSS software were analyzed using Binomial, Friedman and Kruskal-Wallis tests.

Results: The results showed that the binomial test of indicators of employment, income, investment,
infrastructure, sales, education and cost was significant and in all these indicators, most of the
respondents were less than the average impact of ecolodges on the indicators. They emphasized the
subject of investigation. A general review of the indicators shows that 303 people from the target
community (69 percent) mentioned the lower than average effect of ecolodges in all the evaluated
indicators. Also, the greatest impact of ecolodges has been on sales, education, investment, income,
cost, employment, production, planning, migration and infrastructure respectively.

Conclusions :According to the results of defining specific standards and basic monitoring of the
activities of these units and training and empowering activists and investors and local people can be
effective in increasing the positive effects of ecolodges.

1. Introduction

and considerations, the ecolodges preserve and

Today, tourism is one of the most important
economic pillars of the world, which with its
increasing development has become one of the
main economic and investment sectors in the
world, which will play an important role in the
national development of countries in the future.
Ecotourism is one of the types of tourism that is
formed based on the use of natural and cultural
capacities of rural communities for their economic
and social development. According to the nature of
the functions, requirements, activities, services,

promote the cultural and social and even economic
heritage of the local communities, and above all, to
revive the cultural and natural heritage including
literature, handicrafts. , local and native arts, local
foods and drinks, styles, methods and patterns of
agriculture and animal husbandry and other things
related to rural life. The creation of ecolodges
along with the activities and services that are done
to recognize and introduce the environment, are
formed in rural and pristine natural areas or
historical contexts and are managed by
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entrepreneurial families and the local community
interested in tourism.

By creating conditions for development in small
communities, eco-tours lead to local people's
income, sustainable development and finally the
development of villages. Ecotourism has a
prosperous and bright future for local communities
and will have many benefits, especially for rural
communities and all nature travelers and tourists,
and the creation of ecolodges will double this
effect. The purpose of this research is to investigate
the economic role of ecolodges in the economy of
rural households in the eastern Alamut region of
Qazvin province at both micro and macro levels. At
the micro level, economic opportunities such as
accommodation and hospitality services, tourism,
and handicrafts are examined, and at the macro
level, investment opportunities and the creation of
tourism infrastructure are examined.

2. Methodology

Considering that the purpose of this research is to
find the effect of economic development on local
communities and as a result to transform the village
environment into a tourist destination, therefore,
the research is applied in terms of purpose and the
descriptive-analytical method has been used. The
method of collecting information is questionnaire
and field. In the field studies section, according to
the desired indicators, a questionnaire was
designed and after direct observations in the study
area, information was collected and a researcher-
made questionnaire was distributed and analyzed
using SPSS and Excel software. The minimum
sample size of local people to respond using
Cochran's formula is 384 people. Using the
snowball method and available sampling, 22
experts, 11 people from the district officials,
including villagers and members of the village
councils, and 24 people from the owners of
ecolodges agreed to cooperate in this research.
Finally, the total number of completed
guestionnaires is 440.

3. Results

In the sum of the responses of the four groups, the
investment index with an average of 3.55 has the
highest and the planning index with an average of
3.31 has the lowest effect on the effectiveness of
ecotourism in the economy of rural households in
the eastern Alamut region.

In two-sentence tests and in questionnaires based
on the Likert scale, first one point is determined
and then it is divided into two groups, less and more
than that point. That is, if the responses are
measured on a 5-point Likert scale, a score higher
than 3 is considered a success, and a value of 3 or

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas, Volume 6, Issue 24, (2026), 215-234.

less is considered a failure. With this explanation,
in this test and according to the high output, the
indicators of employment, income, investment,
infrastructure, sales, education and cost have a
significant difference at the 0/95 level. Also, no
difference has been observed in the indicators of
planning, production and migration, according to
the respondents in the studied scale.

4. Discussion

According to Friedman's test, the sales index with
an average rating of 6.12, the education index with
an average rating of 5.99, and the investment index
with an average rating of 5.97 are the most
important indicators affecting the role of
ecotourism in the economy of rural households,
and the indicators of Infrastructure with an average
rating of 4.73, migration index with an average
rating of 5.04 and planning index with an average
rating of 5.15 have obtained the lowest rating.

5. Conclusion

ecolodges along with activities and services that
are done to know and introduce the environment
are formed in rural and pristine natural areas or
historical contexts and are managed by
entrepreneurial families and the local community
interested in tourism. they become In this research,
by observing and investigating in the field and
using the results of the questionnaires, four groups
of experts, local community, local officials and
residence owners in the villages of Eastern Alamut
district, the effects of the construction of
ecotourism on the rural household economy were
explained and clarified.In general, the results of the
research show that the existence of ecolodges and
the presence of tourists in the studied villages have
improved the life of the local community. The
investigations and results of the research showed
that due to the increase in the number of tourists in
the eastern Alamut region, investment in the
construction of ecolodges or the conversion of
ancestral houses into residences is rapidly
increasing, and the only concern in this regard is
not observing the correct principles of
construction. These ecologies are compatible with
the environment. Also, the lack of legal permits
from cultural heritage means that tourists who use
this type of accommodation cannot follow up
legally if they are dissatisfied with the services
provided. The noteworthy point is the welcoming
of the ecolodges owners to the tourism
empowerment training courses, the more
fundamental the training, the more tangible its
effect in increasing income.
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