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Given the rising unemployment rate among graduates and the evident gap
between the outputs of the education system and the needs of the labor market,
a precise examination of the extent to which employability competencies are
covered in curriculum content is crucial. Therefore, the present study was
conducted to identify employability competencies within the content of the book
"Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop" using a qualitative content
analysis method. The research target group consisted of educational content
related to the development of occupational and entrepreneurial skills during the
second secondary school period. Using a purposive sampling method, the book
"Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop™ for the Tenth Grade (Theoretical
Branch) was selected. The findings led to the identification of four main
categories and eight sub-categories. The employability competencies covered in
the book’s content include "Individual and Interpersonal Competencies,"”
"Cognitive Competencies," "Entrepreneurial Competencies," and "Planning and
Operational Competencies.” The research results indicate that this book is a
valuable resource for covering some employability competencies; however, to
achieve complete effectiveness and comprehensive readiness of students for the
labor market, skills such as government regulations, digital literacy, project
management, and leadership should be strengthened in future revisions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Rapid global transformations, stemming from the profound influence of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT), have reshaped traditional work patterns, making
it essential for graduates to acquire employability competencies aligned with the emerging demands
of the labor market (Khademizadeh et al., 2025). Statistics indicate an increase in the unemployment
rate of graduates relative to the general unemployment rate (Darvishan et al, 2019), which
underscores the vital importance of these professional and transferable capabilities (Mezghani &
Turki, 2025). Despite the key role of the educational system in preparing the next generation (Akbari
etal, 2023; Saedi et al., 2024), evidence suggests that learners are insufficiently prepared for the new
demands of the labor market due to obsolete curricula and limited professional development
opportunities (Mezghani & Turki, 2025). The skills required by the labor market encompass a wide
range of components, including professional, managerial, behavioral, educational, and information
literacy skills (Khademizadeh et al, 2025). Entrepreneurial competencies, as a key pillar of
employability (Nouib et al., 2025), must be cultivated within the curriculum. However, the main
concern lies in the extent to which the content of courses such as the tenth-grade textbook,
"Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop," aligns with these increasing needs and all dimensions
of employability competencies. The gap between graduate skills and labor market demands
necessitates the qualitative content analysis of the "Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop"
textbook to determine the degree to which this educational resource covers employability
competencies and prepares students for success in the labor market and the effective reinforcement
of 21st-century skills.

Methodology: The objective of this research is to conduct a qualitative content analysis of the
textbook "Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop" (Tenth Grade, Theoretical Branch) from the
perspective of employability competencies. This approach was specifically chosen to uncover and
interpret the underlying themes and patterns within the text, thereby providing a comprehensive
understanding of the depth of the textbook's focus on these essential competencies. The study
employed a mixed-methods approach (deductive-inductive) to analyze the content. In the initial
deductive phase, a conceptual framework of employability competencies was first extracted from
extant literature. The textbook's content was subsequently coded using these established,
predetermined categories. Following this, the inductive phase involved a meticulous examination of
the content, during which new concepts outside the initial framework were freely and openly coded.
The research resulted in the establishment of a comprehensive competency framework by
systematically integrating and organizing both the new and reference codes. The primary benefit of
this mixed methodology is its capacity to integrate solid theoretical frameworks with the exploratory
identification of concepts specific to the textbook's content. The case study for this research is the
"Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop" textbook (Tenth Grade, Theoretical Branch), chosen
for its clear goal of developing professional and entrepreneurial skills. The textbook encompasses 32
distinct sections and totals 136 pages. The defined unit of analysis is any complete semantic unit
relating to employability competencies, which may include the main text, accompanying images, and
the activities or exercises presented. Finally, to ensure the research's rigor, techniques such as peer
review and inter-coder agreement were utilized to guarantee the dependability (reliability) and
trustworthiness (credibility) of the findings.
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Findings: The data were analyzed using the qualitative content analysis method applied to the
book "Entrepreneurship and Production Workshop." This process led to the identification of four
main categories and eight subcategories, which reflect the key employability competencies intended
in the book's content. These competencies were classified into four core domains: Individual and
Interpersonal Competencies, comprising self-management and individual planning, and teamwork
and interpersonal skills. Cognitive competencies encompass problem-solving and decision-making,
and critical thinking, creativity, and innovation. Entrepreneurial competencies, including opportunity
recognition and ideation, and entrepreneurial attitude and technical skills. Planning and Operational
Competencies, involving business model design and business plan writing.

Conclusion: Based on the qualitative content analysis, the Tenth Grade Entrepreneurship and
Production Workshop textbook is, overall, a valuable educational resource. It adopts a logical and
practical approach, covering several dimensions of employability competencies, ranging from soft
and cognitive skills to entrepreneurial skills. However, to achieve comprehensive coverage of
employability competencies, future revisions must strengthen areas such as familiarity with
governmental laws and support schemes, digital skills, adaptation to emergent occupations, and skills
like professionalism, time management, project management, and leadership. This textbook serves
as a powerful tool for the education system to cultivate students capable of being successful and
productive in the job market. Nevertheless, the addition of the aforementioned components would
significantly enhance its efficacy in comprehensively preparing students to face the challenges of the
work environment and entrepreneurship. Finally, it is proposed that Student Innovation and
Business Workshops be established and launched. These workshops would function as semi-real
business environments and small production units, thereby bridging the gap between the theoretical
content of the textbook and its practical implementation.
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