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Thumma Ahtada, Verse 82 of Strat Taha, following the account of Moses and Pharaoh
Comparative Exegesis, and the general call to repentance, sets forth four fundamental
‘Allamah  Tabataba'i, conditions for attaining divine forgiveness: repentance, faith,
Sunni Exegetes righteous deeds, and finally thumma ahtada. Due to its lexical
Wilayah (Authority) ambiguity, distinctive rhetorical position, and semantic connection to
Received: 26 Novermber 2025: the preceding three pillars, this fiqg! phrase has. long been a squect of
Accepted: 14 April 2026 scholarly debate among both Shi‘i and Sunni exegetes. This study

_ aims to clarify the semantic import of thumma ahtada and to compare
Article type: Research Paper how leading commentators from both traditions have interpreted it.

DOL: 10220241 2026.2079126.1064 Employing a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative

approach, the research examines ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s interpretation
in al-Mizan alongside the views of Fakhr al-Razi, al-Zamakhshari, al-
Allisi, and Ibn ‘Ashir. The findings reveal that most Sunni
commentators interpret thumma ahtada as steadfastness in faith,
continuity in obedience, and perseverance in righteous action until the
end of life, viewing it as an emphatic reinforcement of sustained
commitment to repentance and moral conduct. In contrast, ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1, drawing upon the method of “Qur’an-by-Qur’an exegesis”
(al-tafsir bi-al-tafsir) and a contextual, wilayah-based analysis,
interprets the phrase as a higher stage of guidance—namely,
acceptance of the authority (wilayah) of the Prophet and the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them)—which he considers essential for the
complete attainment of divine forgiveness. The study concludes that
these divergent interpretations reflect deeper methodological and
theological distinctions between Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical traditions,
and that examining this phrase contributes to a clearer understanding
of the Qur’anic concepts of guidance and forgiveness.
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