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In numerous exegetical works of both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions,
commentators cite narrations from the Prophet’s Companions and the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) either to clarify the meaning of
Qur’anic verses or to support their interpretive conclusions. ‘Allamah
Amin al-Islam al-Tabarsi, in his Majma‘ al-Bayan, likewise makes
extensive use of interpretive traditions. Among the figures from whom
he transmits such reports is ‘A’ishah, the wife of the Prophet. Because
al-Tabarst does not explicitly identify the sources from which he draws
these narrations, a careful investigation of exegetical and hadith
collections—along with tracing and evaluating the potential sources,
and critically examining them—can be highly useful for researchers
specializing in tafsir and interpretive traditions. This study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to categorize and assess the
authenticity of the narrations attributed to ‘A’ishah as cited in Majma
al-Bayan. Al-TabarsT uses roughly fifty narrations from ‘A’ishah for
varying purposes: some in direct interpretation of verses, others in
explaining the circumstances of revelation (asbab al-nuziil), some to
clarify the intended meaning of a verse, and a few to elucidate
vocabulary or differences in Qur’anic readings. In evaluating these
narrations and their sources, al-Tabarsi employs diverse
methodological approaches: at times he cites reports from Sunni
sources; in other instances he corroborates them with narrations from
the Imams (peace be upon them); and in certain cases he adopts a
critical stance, rejecting or preferring alternative views.
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