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Abstract

In 2021, the Eleventh Parliament of Iran ratified the Family Support and Youthful
Population Act, which consequently repealed the Therapeutic Abortion Law of 2005. The
primary aim of this legislation is to minimize and prevent abortions in order to promote
population growth. However, it has imposed strict restrictions on abortion, even in cases
where the fetus suffers from chromosomal or physical abnormalities. Two provisions of this
Act—Article 53 (elimination of prenatal screening) and Article 56 (repeal of the Therapeutic
Abortion Law)—have been criticized by experts due to the challenges they create for
mothers, fetuses, families, and society. These critiques are based on issues such as the
conflict between the mother’s right to life and that of the fetus, maternal hardship, and fetal
deformity. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this study seeks to identify and evaluate
the arguments of opponents to Articles 53 and 56, with particular attention to considerations
of public interest, social welfare, and economic burdens, which in some cases impose
additional financial and psychological costs on families and society. The findings highlight
the importance of raising social awareness to prevent the abortion of healthy fetuses,
providing a critical assessment of the recent legislation, and identifying strategies and factors
that can support population growth and youthful demographics.
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